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.To my m;rrd rvader rrnging na.-c undergone two ohanges since the

ear'l ier days, w^p d-- n.'o o:'os ar o ':ngirg (as ar a.m in

itself , and mosrly dor.e b-v rndlt rduals. The f rnst change

occunned when nrngen,q tlegan tc take a1i available informaIion
fnom the brno:n the hand and stanted to process the data.
They soon found oui that indlvLdual /raden wonk is uneconomical
and pnognesses slov!fy. So study grcups r,ene fonmed at local
levels - more by necess-rty and fon cc.\er:€-r ce ,-han f on any

othen neasons.

The second and mone necef;t step can b,e iraced lack io a d:ffenent
motive, i.e. the concenn fon the b1nd. \'rsrt.:.ng f1o.Ks ma_v

stay but a shont time in one 1oca1ity. Thein late duIing the
nest cf their yeanly cycle is of equal concern to us as is
the continued exlsience of the species. Fon thjs vre need tc
krcr. wha( part or. v-s't.n5 play r.:thi" the rctal populat-c,r.
To tackle these and s':miIan questions ts beyor;d an individual
on even a gnoup. Commurircatron between all ini:.enested pantieg
even acnoss bordens and contlnents is nece-esary and i-s actuall,v
beginnlng to taKe place. Assessments of total populatiors
of wadens ane scance in the 1 itenatune. Sorne ane based on

bfeedrng density: using thrs method, Dr Uspenskr (1969)

est rmated the tota] populat ron of the Cur iew Sandpipen to be

several hundned thousand, This anci similar estimates are
courageous atlempts tc sa-V the least. A recent ccmpaehenstve
publicatlon (Handbuch Den Vogel i,lttteleunopas) undenlines the
difflculty. fn most case: t1- ra,ls to give an outnight poD-
ulation numben, In Eunope a r.;ce nanging Stock taking ts
taking place. The nesult of a cc-ordinated census and counts
of othen aneas is given in the table below. These counts ane
rrot without fault as numbers are ne.Iative and easily misnea.d.
The Knot population vis:ting Southenn Afnica looks insignificant
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_HE !{ADER POPULATION OF

AND 1 1 26 KM OF OPEN

(Including

Reg:o.
SPec res

European Oystencatchen
Black 0ystercatcher
Tufnstone
Rirged Ploven
Keftrsh Plover
\{hrte-fronted Ploven
Kiitlitz's Ploven
Three-banded Ploven
Chestfut-banded Ploven
Gney Ploven
Blacksmith Ploven
Cunlei,,Sandpiper
Dunlin
Little st:nt
Knot

Sanderllng
Ruf€
lerek Sandp;per
aormon Safdp:per
Redshank

Spctled Redshank

Marsh Safdpiper
Gneenshank

Biack-tail-.d Godwit
Ban-tarled Godu;it
aLlnleu/

Whimbnel

Avocet
St i 1t

WESTERN EURCPE, T\jORTH WEST AFRICA

SHORELTNE OF SOUTHERN AFRTCA.

51 coastal wetlands)-
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For th€ following speci.es Iess than 50 birds hava been

neconded in area TV: Ethiopian Snipe, Painted Snipe, Cnolrned

Ploven, Bnoad-bi11ed Sandpipen, Wood Sandpipen, Rednecked

Phalarope.

I = f igunes g:ir,rer] are in thousand.
+ - denoteS leSS tharr 50 b1nds.

Ar€ra I : Eunope [!rd-wrnlen count'1976
Anea T I : I\"4or'ocro r,1 rd-rrr:en count, taken f rom Glutz

!c, :jjotzheim er a1. (1975)

l\rea 1-i I : ilaurit.rnra. 
"f 

,d-wrnter count -1 973

Area lV : Soulh Afrioa Derc,'rar, 1.975/76 (Southwestern Cape)

Dec/ Jat\ 1?76/7r ( Namib Coast l

companed to lhe nest of the table. But th rs number may

repnesent a complete bneecling population fon a centain area.

Arrd the (-'unlew Sandpiper, j-s it not the most abundant mrgrant

rJaOen rn the southenn Afnican cclumn? No need for us to

rvorry ! But do r{e reaf ise t.hat one tenth on mone of the total

p.Jorilati ron ref les on oun habitat . To evaluate the most.

important areas and bring these to the attef : lcr of the

adminisinative authonity falls v;ithin the scope of a stirdy
gnoup, To ensune the status quo fon these aneas should be

the .roncern of eveny nesponsible cr j-t izen .
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Many ringers weigh every bird they
information ? Dale Hanmer takes a

handle. How useful is the
heavy look at weights on page to


