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Lluri ng the preDaratior, ci r caoer c,n the
the Cape Vul,tune Gyps c,lpncthene,q (Pipen,
pnep. ), as estlmated fnonr ring necovenies
to examine in detail ai1 the rinctinq data
The nesults are showf rn this papen.

Nestlings of the Cape Vulture have been ringed annually at
vanious colonies in southenn Afnica since -1948. ilo to the
end of 1975, a peniod of 2B years, we could tnace i ecords
fot' 4396 ringed nestlinqs (TabIe 1 ). The task of checking
the old neconds was an extnemely difficult one, and any
ningens who ane contemplating similar studies on orher species
ane wanned that they will pnobably encounten the same pnoblems

The early neconds are in a shocking state, with unknown

relationships between the numbens actually njnged and those
stated in annual ringing neponts (as published i.n Ostnich ) .

l\4uch of the information was neconded onto the backs of
cigat ette boxes, with a consequent Ioss of some of it. The
ocfima+6d l^cc nf n6'j66py data iS about 5.4 (C.J. Vennor jr

litt.), thene being eleven necovenies fon which no ninging
data can be tnaced. We have had to wnite off this loss, and

the totals in the Tables ane the nesult of considenable
cr oss-checking of the data from all available sources.

Most of the necovenies ane of birds that dj.ed at places
scattered thnoughout the subcontinent, and thenefone fnom
fledged bir.ds. Many nings howeven, have been found at the
foot of the cliffs whene the nestlings wene originally ninged,



TABLE 1

NUI\4BER OF CAPE VULTURE NESTLINGS RINGFD PER YEAR AT EACH COL ONY

Yean R.F, Sk. Nooit Kr'. [4ann. UX.

JI

Othgle Tot3ls

31

o

69

iB
76

127

127

89

148

276

155

131

243

167

198

273

263

1.1 9

139

164
.108

.1 16

2 1A4

tJ I

'2 63

223

5 304

23 374

1 948

49
'1 950 89

5'1 76

5? 62

53 119 B

54 97 30

55 77 12

56 109 39

57 1 61 105

58 121 34

59 50 80

1S60 63 177

61 47 1?O

62 51 114

63 49 '1 '1 5

64 37 161

65 1'13

66 6 133

67 38 1'1 6

68 108

69 116

1970 29 1 53

71 30 101

72407
73 iO5 81

74 105 l?a
75 132 '1 36

JJ

zz

Pot.

14

22

15

14

10

a7

65

221
?6 18

54 14

Totals 1693 2187 55 55 244 53 77 32 4396
%s 38.5 49,7 -1 .3 1.3 5.6 1.2 '1 .B o.7



If the length of the !!ing on of a plimany feathen could be

measuned then it was possible to di5tinguish dead fledqling.
from dead nestlings. If an unattached ring was found in an

unwonn condition then vre assumed that it caflle fnom a dead

nestling I nealising, cf counse, ttrat an unknown pnc,pontion

of such nings wouid have come frcm fledged bit'ds),

To date, 30 f.lovemben 1az6, a total of 226 rings has been

recovered, of whi.ch'135:ame from fledged binds (Table 2)

and the nemaining 90 nings came fnoin nestlings (Table 3).
The median fledging date, fcn the ourposes of calculating
the yean-class of a dead bird, was assumed to be 1st Decernben

of eveny yean,

We ane especially gnatefui tc Carl Vernor (then of NUBRA)

f on h j.s considenable heip anci j.nterest in check ing the dat-a,
and als<, to Jane Dowle, Clive EIliott, Patricl". f4orart, ar.d

various ningens, fon their help and information. \,rita Jarvis
and Martin Johannsmeien allowed us to use totals fnom theln
former pr.jects, and Andr6 Boshoff fr^cm his on-going pnoject '

{-

Key: Tnansvaal - R,F, Roberts'Farm; Sk. Skeenpoort;
Ncoit . Nooi tgedacht ; Kn. Knanzber.g ,

8ot swana

Cap e

Others

My, t'4ilnyana- |\{arn , tu'lannye LanonQ i

- Pot . Potbe ng .

- 1970 Transkei - l\.4l.engana;

1972 S.Ul.A, - Watenberg;
1974 Eotswana - Otse (1), Banatani (3);

S.W.A. - Watenberg (1);
i975 Transvaal. - Manoutsa (14); Eotswana

Otse ( 1 ); O.tr.S, - Zastron (8).
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TABLE 2

RAW DATA FROI.4 RING RECOVERlES OF FLEDGED B]RDS

Data pontnayed as: - ning number ( date of ninging ) : :'ecoveny

cooncJinate: (date of necover-y) : age a,lt death, i'e. year -
(ilass aften fledging.

Knanz0er f( nsvaa L t 2429 ,2737 )

c-86
503-1 205

(O1.0S.48) | ?a41, 2915
(31.08.57) : 3125, ?3O4

Dotswana

i23.1O.4q)
((-'6.08.6C)

(:c.c.i.57) :

( i z . r o.62 ) :

(10.06.56) :

\27 .O? .79 : :

(1s.12.5C) :

(15.03.62) :

(03.05.61) ,

(26.O1.62) :

(06.c4.60) :

(12,04.61 \ i

: 3rd

t.ran

c-l0539 (28.09.74) : ?45O,2550 (J6.05.75)
C-12.159 (29.09.75) : foot of c1i.f {26.09.76)
C-12367 (26.09.75) : fcot of cliff (26.09,76)

Eotswana (?444,2543)

lllann lanon

1st
1st
l st

509 -2466
5C9-2469

509 -2482
5\)9 -25?1
6 5 8 -2006
3-1 ? 236

c-1229'3

SkeerDoort

(o'1 .09.63)
(01.os.63j
( c1 .09.63 )

(o1.c9.63)
(19.O8.67)
(2e.os.75)
(27.09.75)
(28.09.75)

Tra.nsvaal.

( 2503 , ?547 \

27 1 B, 2600

?aa7 , 250C

?513, :t540

31'1 8, 27O3

2511, ?54O

2506, :546
2-540, 25?4

fccr of cliFf

! r1a^ 2145 \

2527

?429

2 808

242A

3240

2449

2B:i3

?506

2429

2n17

Z r,o

2 rrrl

l: n61

_-', s t
'1 st
1st

1st

5C6--l I 70

508-1 217

5C4"1 232

508-1 3E5

508 - I 403

508-2323
508-2364
508-2408
508-2459
50a-2467

i16.09.56)
(16.09.56)
(05.09.55)
(?2.A9.a7 )

{21.C9.58)
(13.O9.61)
(28.08.60)
(27.OS.60)
(27.09.59)
( 2E. 08.60 )

J IUU,

11Fe

ia10

3026,
1 858,
?qqA

2937 ,

3O2s,

3026,
2453 ,

I .-'L

0rh

?nd

3nd

l st
1st
2nd
-1 st
l st
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503-2 5 60

508-26 28

508-263 1

aoa-2634
aaa-?a2?
5(t9-OO41

509-OO6B

509-O2 5 1

509-O259

509-0346
509- 23O8

3U9-tf,O.

509- 264'1

509-26 5 7

509 -2 688

509-27 1 1

509-27 2 3

549-27 62

658-OO-10

6 58-OO28

o3b-uu33
658-OO93

658-OO94

658-O266
6 5B-O269

6 5B-O2 95

658-O29 8

658-O31 7
65 8-O34 7

6 5B-O388

G-Ol 473

G-O'1494

G-O1 51 7

G-Ol 541

G-O739 1

G-O982'1

(28.08.60i
(27.09.59)
(27.O9.59)
(27.09.59)
(04.08.6?)
(19.09.70)
(16.09.67i
(19.09.70)
(19.09.70)
\ ?2.O9 .57 )

(20.os.64)
(20.os.64)
(29.08.65)
( 29 . 08.65 )

r l6 no 67)

(29.08.65)
(2S.08.65)
(18.O9.66)
(18.OS.66)
(16.O9.67)
(18.09.66)
(18.09.66)
(18.09.66)
(18.09.67)
(18.09.66)
(18.09.66)
(18.OS.66)
(21.09.68)
(21.09.68)
(21.09.68)
( 20. 09. 69 )

('1 8.09.71)
(20.09.6S)
(20.09.69)
(21 .O9.74)
(22.09.73)

2A25, 234'0

2A43, 2644
2715, 26i5
?_657, ?444

z?OC, i645
2138, 1634

2927 , ?415

2445, ?747

263O, 263O

2OO9, 2836
rcrmo 

^ 
l r. a'

26aO, ?750
?,542, 2745

2702, 27?7

2817, ?610

260A , 27 50

'nexi f arm'
253A, ?747

3122, 2355

2427, ?513

2403, ?227

2609, 2804
2554, 2752
qLaon^^-nf

2551, 2714

2600, 2750

1 8OB , 3O59

2925, 2412

2824, 2535

?748,2514
2544, 2752

2721, 2305

2A45, 2533

2716, 2aZ9

2733, 2533

2846, 2932

( 05. 04.61 )

(15.06.62)
( 20.1 1 .63 )

(.1 1.10.60)
(14.10.63)
( 15. 12 .71 l

{26.O2.oiJ)
( ?1 .08.72 )

(20.04.71 )

(:)'t .01 .69)
r - Jr 66t

l?3.i1 .64j
(21.1?.65)
( 15 . 12, 65 )

(28.05.70)
(15.05.66)
( 18, 11 .65 )

(26.O1.67)
( 15 . 08.67 )

{15 .12 .7?J
(28.03.68)
(27.03.67)
(10.o'1 .67)
(20,12.67)
(11.11.73)
(10.10,67)
(05.06.67)
(25.01.70)
( 24. 05.69 )

(16.04.69)
(15.04.70)
(19.03.73)
(02.06.74)
(15.'1O.70)
(10.11.75)
(07.oa.74)

'1 st
3nd
A+A

'1 st

?nd

2nd
'1 st

i?Lh

l st
3nd
'1 st
't st
-1 st
1st
6th
?nd

1st
lst
1st
7th
'1 st

2nd
l-+

2nd

5th
1st
lst
1st

t(

*
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c-o984 9

c-o9s26
c-1 0525

G-10618

G-'106 66

c- I 06E6

c-1 2071

G-1 2073

c-12130
G-12178
G-12195

G-12333

(22.09.73)
(22.09 ,74)
(07.09.25)
(2i.09.74)
(22.05.74)
(22.05.74)
( 06. 09 .75 )

(06,09.75)
(07.09.751
(07,09. /5)
(c7.09.75)
(07.09,75)
(07.09.75)

29?5, 25AC

2545, 2747

foot of clifr
2419, 2732

foot of cliff
foot of cl 1ff
2544, 2752

fool of ci-rFf
fcot cf crif f
3045, 2714

foct of clrff
Skeerpoort
foot of ciiif

(19,06.74)
(oi.01,75)
( 20.o1 .76 )

/JF rl? 7R\

ti6.12^74)
I. a6 .1:) .'/5 \

i. ?1 .12 .75 )

.-,-rY.1C

:C6.":?.75't
'-3.03.75r
(1C.C6.761

I i5.12.75)
{12.09.75)

1st
'r st
-1 st

1st
-1 st
-1 st

1..,t

1st

14r.h

lsr-
4th

6ih

3ni
1st
3nd

1st

1st
'l st
1st
2nd

'l s1:

Robents' Farm Tnansvaal (1551 , .'71E)

B-433
508-OO2E

508-OO30

508-oo69
508-OO71

508-o2 5-1

508-O2 53

508-c2 66

508 -C443
508-O5 32

50 8-O7-1 0

508-"1 5 1 6

508-1 66C

508-1 689

508-r 723

508-1 788

508-2 7 3B

5C8-2843

508-2863
509-1 223

509-'1 809

(06.08.50):
(05.09.54) :

(05.09.54) :

{ 05.c9.54 ) :

(os.09.54):
r06.09.53) :

(06.09.53):
(06.09.53) :

(04.09.55):
(04.09.55):
(02.os.56) :

(Ol .0S.57) i

(01.09.57t :

(o'1 .09.57) :

(28.08.60) :

(o'1 .09.s8) :

(27.OB,61) :

('1 1.08,62) :

(11.08.62) :

(13.09.64) :

( 28.08.60) :

2535, 3OO5

?55?, 2719

3?25, ?51A
-qq- ?6?c

3134, 2633

2622, 2554

3?O2, 2646

3005, 2441

?645, 264?-
r<.d6 hl r^c!

255?,2i18
2537, ?743

'on fanm'
2550, 2716

2550, 2716

3O39, 24OO

3OO5, 2440

3251, 2612

2A14, 2610

2533, 27A2

(c8.a2.d4)
(03.c].55)
/aQ tt :F,

(13.1O.58)
(r1.1C.55)
( 24.01 .5S )

(21 - 11 ,54)
(15.01.56)
(09.rJ8.56)
(1'1 .04.58)
( 15 . 03 .57 )

(22.12.5iI
( 10. o-1 .58 )

(03.o1.58)
( 22 . 12 .60 )

('1 2,11 .59 )

(02.04.62)
(20.09.63)
( 06. o1 .64 )

(26.C3.65)
(28.01.61)
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509-2957

509- 2967

G-O1 764

G-O177 6

G-O1778

G-Ol 795

G -O5660
G-O5661

G-O5671

G-O5 7C5

G-O5706

G-O5708

G-O5736

G-10117
G-10128
G-1 0501

G- 1 0503

G-'1 0551

G-10556
G-1 0557

G-1 0578

G-1 0586

G- 1 0606

G-1 063 7

G-1 0639

G- 1 0648

G-1 2004

G-12027
G-12029
G-'1 2030

G-'1 2038

G-12046
G-'1 2049

G-1 2059

G-1 2060

u- 14 | tJ

G-12119

(04.09.55)
(04.03.55)
( 28 .48 .71)
(28.O4,71)
( 28. 08 .71 )

(26.)A.7?J
1 26 .08 .72 \

( 26 .oA .72)
(31.08.73)
(o1.09.73)
( ol . 09.73 )

(01.os.73)
(02.09.73)
(o'1 .09.73)
( 01 . 03.73 )

(02.o9.74)
( 02. 09 .74 )

(31.08.74)
(31.08.74)
(31.08.74)
(02.os .74)
( 30. 08 .75 )

(01.09.74)
( 30. 08. 75 )

(30.08.75)
(02.09.75)
( 30. 08. 75 )

(30.08.75)
( 30. 08. 75 )

( 30, 08 .75 )

( 31 . 08.75 )

(3'1 .08.75)
(01.09.75)
( ol .09.75 )

(01.09.75)
(31.08.75)
(3'1 .08.75)

2745, 2716

2550, 2716

foot of cliff
?lfrF )qrO

?600,2731
foct of c1:ff
loot ci llrff
foot of :irff
foot of cliff
on scnee

'on fanm'
foot of clrri
3147, 2447

foot of c1 iff
foot of cliff
2549, 2719

3241, 2605

foot cf cliff
foot of cliff
foot of cliff
c.2648, 2653
foot of cliff
2725, 2536

foot of cliff
foot of cliff
foot of cliff
TOOt Ol C_L1tl

2552, 2719

foot of cliff
foot of cliff
foot of cliff
foot of cliff
foot of cliff
f oot of cI i.f f
down scnee

foot of cLiff
foot of cliff

( 15 . 12 .55 )

(11.os.56)
| 17 .07 .73)
(15.01.73)
( 17 .01 .72)
i, 17.O7.73)
111 .47 .i3)
i17.47.7i)
| 13.46.74)
110.11.73)
I a1 .01 .74)
113.06,74)
( o4.02 .75)
(.,3.06.74)
(13.06.74)
(07 .02.75)
(o5.02.75)
(24.O1 .75)
(24.11 .74)
(26.05.75)
{22.10.75)
(05.12.75)
(o2.o8.75)
(01 .12.75)
(08.06.76)
(o1 .12.75)
(01 .12.75)
(21 .01 .76)
(08.o6.76)
(18.O'1 .76)
(01 .12.75)
(o1 .12.75\
(18.01.76)
(o'1 .12.75)
(04.os.76)
(18.01.76)
( 1 8.Ol .76 )

'1 s1:

-1 st
2nd

1st
"1 st
1st
-1 st

1st
1st

2nd

l st

I st

'1 st
'1 st
'1 st

lst
l st
1st

-1 st

lst

'1 st
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Nooitgedacht, Tnansvaal (2552, 2733)

5O9-1104 (26.08.62) : 2555, 2738

509-1114 (26.08.62) . 2843, 2446

Potberg, Cape (3422, 2033)

G-O9361 (21 .O9.74\ : 34'1 5.2O14
c-O9337 ( 14.09.75) : 3355. 2135

20030's,20030'E.
x assumed

(o9.01.63)
(18.02.63)

1st
1st

Zastnon, O. F.S, ( 3O17 , 2704)

c-12314 (18.09,25) : foot of cliff (Ol.01.76)

(25.O1.75)
(13.05.76) l st

Note: coondinates ane written as 2O3O. 2O3O rathen than

!
o

,!
..L

dt
:4,.

2A



TABLE 3

RINGS RECOVERED AT FOOT OF CLTFFS OF EACH COLONY

AND FRolvl PRESUT!,IED NESTLTNGS

Data portnayed as:- ring number (date of ringing) : (date of
necoveny ) .

Manr'_ve ianong, BoLsilar a / 1503, 541 .

it4anyana, Botswana

G- 1 0046

c- 1 0053

G-1O54O x

( 241a, 2543 )

(os.09.73)
(c3.09.73)
(2A,09,74\

(26.C9.76)
r28.09.74)
/?q oo 76\

(44.1',.73)
{28.05.23)
(?8.05.73)
(28.05,73)
( 25. C9.76 )

(26.11,76)
117 .11 .75)
(28.09.75)
(28.02.76)

(01 . 10.61 )

(o.1 .10.61)
(so.09.63)
( 06. 09.75 )

(30.os.6s)
( 01 .10.61 )

(23.08.6s)
( -.07.63)
(20.09.69)
(2q 66 7)\

(07.07.73)

Skeerpoort, I ransvaal ( ZS4i, !745)

508-2300
509-O906

509-2470
549-24A4

G-10519
G-1 2222

G-12239
G-122A6

G-12291

508- 2380

508-241 6

50A-24A2

508-2 556

508- 2 563

508-2593
508-2609
508-28 I 1

509-OO6 1

509-02 32

509-O234

( 22 .OA .64)
(22.Oa.64\
(01.09.63)
(01 .09.63)
(29.09.74)
(27.09.75)
(28.09.75)
(27 .09.751
(28.09,75)

(28.08.60)
(28.08.60)
(28,08.60)
{28.08.60)
(28.08.60)
(28.08.60)
(13.09.61)
( 04. 08. 62 )

( 16. 09 .67 )

(19.09.70)
('1s.09.70)
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509-2 289
qoo-"qo"

50s-2 646

509-2662
509-26 70

546-O551 5

65 8-OO37

658-OO57

658-O389

G-O't 467

G-O991 5

c-09946
G-1067 4

G-1 0679

G-12135

G-1 21 50

b- IZJ IJ

Robent's Fanm

(20.09.64)
(20.09.64)
(16.09.67)
(16.09.67)
(21.09.68)
(21.09.68)
(18.09.66)
(18.09.66)
(21.09.68)
(20.09.69)
(14.09.74)
(21 .O9.74)
\22,09.74)
(22.09.74)
( 07. 09 .75 )

( 06 . 09.75 )

(07.09.7s)
(07.09.75)
(07,09.75)

(1s.01.70)
(14.09.68)
(14.09.68)
(2.1 .09.68)
(13.10.68)
(13.'10.68)
(15.04.70)
(11.01,67)
(20.09.69)
(10.10.69)
(16 .12 .74)
( 16 .12 .7 4)
(06.12.7s)
( 16 .1? .7 4)
(13.12.75)
(13.12,75)
(06.12.75)
(05.10.75)
( 22.02 .76\

Tn ( 25sl,

508-O403

508-O583

508- 1 589

50A-2a47
G-O1 783

G-O5672

G-O56 74

u-v30LJ/

G-O5684

b-u3063

G-O57 1 1

G-O5730

b-u3 /J3

G-O5 743

G- 1 0064

G-1 01 26

2n

(12.08.51)
(12.08.51)
(o1.09.57)
(11.08.62)
(08.08.72)
(3'1 .08.73)
(01.09.73)
(o'1 . o9 .73 )

(01,09.73)
(o'1 .09.73)
(o1.09.73)
(ol .09.73)
(02.09.73)
(o2.09.73)
( 30. 08. 75 )

(01.09.73)

(31.08.52)
(31.08.52)
(16.11.57)
( 12.05 .74)
( 2a .o8 .72)
(10.11.73)
( 10. 11 .7s )

(10.'1 1.73)
('10.11.73)
(13.11.73)
(10.11.73)
( '10.1'1 .73 )

(10.11.73)
(11..1 1.73)
(05.12.75)
( 12 ,12 .73)



c- 10?7 o

G-1.J?,42

G-1 0290

cj-10295
o-.'i 05 5E

G-10570
G-10571

G--10574

G- 1 0580

c-10581

G-10602

G-1 0604

G- 1 0605

c- 1 0608

G-1 0675

G-1 2003

G-12042

G-12454
G- 1 2056

G- 1 208'1

G-12083
G-'1 2085

G-1210?_

G-12118
c-1 21 22

c-oo53s
G-OSO1 4

G -OS 343

G-O93 5 5

Note: x presumed

i31 ,Aa.74.\
(c'.09.74)
(31.06.74)
(oi.09.74)
(o'r .09.74)
(31,08.74)
{o1.09.74)
(c1.09.74)
(02.04.74)
(01.09.74)
(30.08.75)
(01.09.74)
(01.09.74)
(01.c9.74)
(o1.09.74)
(31.08.75)
( 30. oB.75 )

( 30. 08.75 )

(3"1 .08.75)
(3'1 .08.75)
(31.08.75)
( 31 . 08.75 )

(31.08,75)
(31.08.75)
(31.08.75)
( 31 . 08.75 )

(:31 .08,75)
(3.1 .08.75)
(31 .08.75)

( i4.11.74)
{3'1 .08.75)
(24,11.74)
(?4.11.74.\
(?7 .o5 " /5)
(?4.01 .75)
t24,1",.74)
(12./o5.'i4)
( 01 .1 2.75 )

(12.09.74)
(05.12.75)
(12.49.74)
(12.49.74)
(1?.49.74)
( 22 .O1 .75 )

(01 .12.75\
(ol .12.75)
(01 .12.75)
(01 .12.75)
(05.'1 2.75)
(05.12.75)
(18.01,76)
(01 ,12.75)
(01.12.7s)
( o'1 . 12.75 )

(01 ,12.75)
(01 .12.75)
(01.12.75)
(o1 .12.75)

Potberg, Cape (342?, ?O33)

(29,09.73)
(14.09.75)
( 21 .09 .74)
(23.05.72\

n 1ng number .

(13.09.7s)
(18.04.76)
( 04 . .10.75 

)

(12.05.73)

\-*-, \a-, \--. \--,
JI


