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CAPE TO"{N 77OO

rhe Elack-shouldened Kite is a common negr-den: rn i:he scuth
westcrn Cape, occunning around ihe virel.lards cf the Steljenb'osch
anea, the wheat lands of the lialmesb,rry area and the sandveLd
,l.,nn I hc ,^rcqf ..est. Pcad CountS have been Coildr-tcted in twC Cf
these aneas fon tv/o seascns, Fnom t hese observai ions it wcuiC

appean that the nurnbers of Krtes 1n these two aneas f:uctuale
rfversely (eg. dur'rng late summer numbers incnease in tl-re rvheat-
lands and ane down ;n the sarrdveld, while trr vrinten l-ha revense

1n ordef to in\,estigate thi-s obser..,at ion f urthen it *as proposed
to rnark the b rnds in the twc aTeas n.lth wing l:a-gs of two
diffeneni colours ias Cescnibed rn 93lll!-g Neivs 6 i1):38-.+3 by
Alan Kernp), Regulan ccunts \4ouId ttten be made tc detenmine
whether interchanEe rccur ned between theSe two areaS. If thj s

prrved to be a pnactical prooositton t-he Steilenbosc.h anea {cLlld
be rnvest igated at a laten date.

Thrs SChefire llas f:-r'st dtscussed with {larf \/ernon at the
begr.nnlng lrf 1977 and was apprcved. A siart u;a-q made !vith the
tagging in the early sumnter of .97,'and r'tas ccrtt-nued to date
(llay 1978) duning which time 25 birds in i.he Cape Touin -
Dunbanville - Malmesbuny anea, and g 1n the Dar..ling - i angecaan
area wene tagged, No cnOSs-sightines have been made to daie,
f urould be pleased to neceive neponts of any sightings.
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