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ln proccssing recovenies, .-rrd irr fact an,v clenicol lrork concernini.
f igur'.-s, o rnajop pnoblcrn is 1.ir. t,ie:nical enrors ir;voll,ed in
ccp)'ing f igunes. lt is oL,viously fcl morc diffit:ult to copry down
; hundre.l nrls[pp.; coi.rectl]. 1'hon i t r s d hun(lre,J let,.:ers
dnrerrged in words. .rs the f-or..ner J:.(-\ Jbstrit(:t .ritd pnovidc i.-u,
,rr no I orl i r: rr I c hecl po i .rt s.

i r, p. | .1n; i rig .norlif i cat I of s '.(r iilF' prl(jes5; i ng .rnd s'i i)r,irgg .rl
i'e(ovci.ies it kas necessdr';, 1.: lo.'.rr.thest. lrcir:ts iri nrin!i,
f lrc ,t;oi:l iii,:ati.ns nre ant a!te'rat,.:rr: f o iiir :i.i h(;(,iir lcs .rs ue!1,
.;rrd the ncw schc.iLrlt:, has f-c l'trl-,I tire ir:j,.,,Inq re.ruir,,rr;nts:

| \1ake m i n inr.rl ,:1r.1;,,1e ; pr.ni f irr. i.anc\ ,.,)ur s\ str:m;
!. Fe e.rsy t,:r comtr letc ;
j, Lt:nel itsel': r.o rr:ilucinl; ti,L.i.unberr. pr'.l.lta tn.rnsi-ers

ncquired betwcen iieiC .r',r)r'.1. .,ii(r d.rt;, sr-!\roga rrit-i-rrl
b; i it:lcl lar!<..r. ot .tt r,ii,i;\
Fe' 'trsy tr:: e>-tlatt t h;: *,; I irl; -j ,: ! , ..tt,
l1'1r.. 1qj; I sslrr..:1,: i1 --sg11;1.,, r ..i,;, ; ,

i .,) : be ,,ns\ '!o . !r'1 r'r, ;n, . 'irt: L,r,r ii::r :

i lr | : pr.rr': ,j.. .t I r,i:orij of - f ,.. :.:i:.. c:r i,:,
i; l: be usa(l .ri; J nreth{Jri ,. ol:r1..f Inrrt,,: ., t

t r lti.i ,-j i;\ \1, aj:.S, []t.(_r. .,rtta .r!i! F.{::: r:r,: j/
; !-cill{i.. the rr.e<i tr, \,r,rr.l '- .rr,,-' ..,t1.

l"l

1

"q,,1.r,. .:,rar.l.-1



The ning ing sc hedr-' les ue;'e settt ou.f to al I ningers f cr use f rom
Julv, i!/6, or,*ards, Tht'se uere dccompenied by a set- oF instruct-
ions, As sel'eral pe.tple decided to use the new schedules to
complete their necorcis for .luly 1975/June i976, in{'onmation
has been ga i ned abou-; t.he ef f ect iveness of both the schedu les
and the iistructions. As a nesult the fol lowing modifications
are suggested an,l the instructions nepeated hene in a revised
{'o nm .

llne ocint whi:lr anose ai the ninging conFenence and which wos
t,mph,rsised b,y the compieted schedu.les r'as the mearring of
!rlcnks and :enos. Pc,r;:le believe blllrrks to nean nothing. Tl'tts,
orr the rreir scl,edu ie the cc.tceFrt of a biarlk be ing used to mean

a drtto wes Lln<lcceptab!e' ihe p.orirt abor-rt the bllnks is thet
they h"re suppos:C to he !p )'ou f i i I &e scheilu ies by reduc ing
the .inrornt of i'i i,:urc r.ork ' F rorn the NtIBRA po i nt of v i ew uc
uould i,pcfc. i: '1' .'.-.rv i-tnc r:n ti': sihi=lrri. u'i9 c('mP:Stqi: ..
f ilieci in, Thut;-l'' 9-,rr.'s "". h"+i." tharr ditf os (or tlre s'n"'brli':
6T;fT. Ilris is berausc the rr lev.:nt lngitt:t det,'ils on"
e;<tracted by' p I ac i ng a cand jtrs]: be low the entry' The perscn 5

extracting the informatiorr has to shift thcin eves up r:olumns
to irrtenonet dittos. This leads to potential transFen ei'r'orsr

The Iirst modif ication to tlre ccmpletion cf the schedrrles is
thet only in cases where a!! r:ntries on thc sche':lule are iclentir'e;
;;n b!anls [:e used' In this case oniy the i'irst cr.rtny need Lie'

xritten out in fuli if;g" l). In oil other ccses, the
successive duplicate entnies rnust t'e eithen wnitl:en irr i'r
markcd with d'i ttos on a ventical line (Fis. 2)' thus o zerc'r
on :r bl ank means that the i nf ormrt iotr was not k:rortr ol' not
neco n<ied,

The sche.Cule su'ninan1.caus,:d three diff iculties:
(i) Tlre f i:st. r'rr,'j 'lufib\:r'mu::t refer to tlre First rin5t
;.spcrted or: the s.:1,:Cule" Thus, if the f irst f ive rinlrs ''f the
ser i es 5 ,5470 i we rc r"epo'?:eC on dn €.!n I ier lch'-'Cu le, ilier' the
numbep enter.ed ,s 5.5.1704i . lt is essential tha4 t;his nuiitb'cr'
is conrect f or s-"ocktak ing ,ind rer:o:'d keeo ing purposes'
(; ;) The "tot,:l itsed" i-efs:^s to the, numbcr of rings reported
on the schedule. lt !nc!udes those rings !ost or defr:ci-iver
but excludes e ll nings prer'iously repcrted. Tltr.rs, c-nl'' in
coses wlrere rings ere !os't cr defectil'e will Lirc tr'tal i;sed
r,rt *r.:tch the sum cf entries in the schedu le sr:mn:ry'
(i;l) fne date of the f irst. r"ing t:sed a1i:ep5 ogain tc tire date
of the rini;s repcrte.j an"! rci- thcse trse'J eanl ier. The drre
nrust on l v be tronth and Yeat"

lhore are soiite peup!e who diil nr':- r:c'nDiet'e "hein scireriulc

"r*,nutioo, 
.3anah Sar:':i,.-iot 3nd i-.-,kterrrle Cwtti have ione'ihis

frr| tirem. Howe"'er, in fi:1,.:nc rli ritc-crmpie.t.\:: stlmtraries will
be returnecl'



COIi4PLETION OF SAFRING SCHEDULE I:
R I \G I NG DATA:

Rinq number: The schedule is used for ninging information for
50 rings in a senies, and ene entered in sets of 25 on either
side of a sheet. The ning ser;es m.ly stant eithen at number
Cl or 51. the inappl icable number may be deleted, but it is
not nerccssany as thc complete number of the first ring used is
entened rn the scheduie summony, lf part of the ning senres
has been r()ported on on earl ier schedule, then a diagonal I ine
shoulC be placcd thnough the previously neponted I ines, or a
horizontal I ine.may be rjrawn above the first ring numben to be
ncpcnted (FiS | ). A c.ourtesy mc:rsage neferring to the fate
oi thc earl ien rinqs can be given such as "submitted 1974/75".

SLrc!r_Lgs: The spec ics of b i nd r i ngeJ i s enterecl by its numben
in the lctest edition oF "Roberts'Binds of South Africa" by
ll.rcLachlarr & Liversidge. The cxtrolimital anC additional
species which have X numbens, have been given nunrbers gneaten
than.q75. Fon ex.rmple the Red-faced Crombec (6ZtX) is 913.
A I ist of these species is given in this edition, No pno.zision
is made on the schedule for the rrames of the species ningecl.
It is up to the ringcr to er,sure that the Robents'numben
entened is tlre ccrrc'ct one, A system is being devised whereby
t:.rclr Ferson wili receive a report -rf 'tll the species nirrged
iicc!)r'(l;ng to tir.r srircduit- :.rrrnmanie,s. Ihe species wi I I be
t'cported the:*: b,v nitme nc: nunben and this shoulJ heip eliminate
Sotli!' ::lrcot'S.

in cascs where the sarne spe(ics .:r'e ninged in successiort
therr .Jittos or' .r linc may br use'l bo indicate this {FiS, 2).
Hobevilnd re cjo F,ne{er the actur! Roberts' number to be enterecl
err:h t ime,

Aqe: Ttre age of the bircl nir:geci is er'tered in the thind colurnn.
Two st'ts of ccdes ane used 1:or aeer and are useci according to
whethc.r .r spcc ies can be p I aced in Feri or mdny age c I asses. The
aqe cocies.lnc qiven on the, rcvense sid"- of eilch sheet. In the
cdscs o| cliFficulty or doubt a zeno must he entered.

Ser: fhc sex oi- a bird is enteneci ir, the fcuntl-. column. The
codc.s f c,r sex arc q i verr on the r"evnrse :;ide of each sheet. lf
thc sex is nc't detcrmined a lero nrrrst be cntcred. The sex and
age colunns must- bc, campicrteul for- iach species, i,e. dittos
must not be used. lenos and blonks will mean i.rnkncrln cn missing
<itta.

D.rie: The colunrn fon de,rt: cf i'ingin-r is <iivi.led into six; with
t*o f iguFes rr.rch fon da",r nonth dnd )'ear, l'he date must be
entercd in the order': day'month and y'ean, The cjete must not be
enterrrd in the Amer ican marrnen of month, .1a1, and yean, Six
f igures nust be used, so that +:he iirst nine days c'f the months
arrd the fit'st rr:rre m,rnths of the ),{.rn dre 0l - 0q. e.9, Ttlr
Jar,u;r.r, i\)76 = 07 !rl 7t), Nc'te th: space tc make reading of
the dlte i-:.is;en. Ditr:os or c !irre !noy., be used fo show dupiicirte
entai.lS,
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f.qncJitjol: Th. :rirtir c:,rlun'r rcfcns tc r:he condition ol- u bir,:.1
rrt- tint, of ringin3, Tht- codcs l'or:onrJiticn "tne qivcn oir thr:
r.c\.ens€, side ci r:lrch she et. i.t,:.nt:r.-l ll spcaking rnost pecipl,
i ill lc,r'.r' this ,,'l,rrr' hl.;al. .15 1111 l. jrc.-living .rnd hea'l th:-
b i .ris sl,r;r: I tj ht " i rr9..il.

!9.1qilir1lr1::S: 1fr, lrt i+-u1,r. lnd loirqitude of the rinqinq ot.r.j!.
i" t'i,,, .'.1 irr i ir.r s,.,,.. nilr rnrJ ei.:h-t: h c!-rlufiTrs, E.rclr rnr
rl ir r 1r',i rirlo i i,.1;a, i,. i. ri-in,, t-,. tl,.- ,l..gl-i:es .rnd o,inrrtr:.; r>1 .!:hr,
.'.'lrth .,rt.J ,,rst {o-or li:;+-c3, \<-- ctircn fcnnr cri Frt;ir nei:,rr-(:r.i{.c :h,rrul.j
i;i. rr i;q'r-ii1.,J ia :lf): [.,r'r-sonr ,rr-:] rr .in], il()ubf it- t() l lre ,.r,-
rrr\,ir'::rr('s i.)f t. l.qi. nrirc)ir)g ir'.:riiir i-tre:1, *hould .ont.]c-i: Nillii:-q.
Ilrr. lr'-.r.linlt. shcr,l.l Lrr, n,:q,tr-,lc:! ls irrr cr.li,i i-r_-1r1.,., u..,,..t .
Tirus di f r.rs or i irres nii:}, "r'l; bt Lrs...l ii. th.i .nt irlr lo-r,r.ri r;:,:1,:
,tna' 1:lre tlrine as tht: earl ier er:i:n1'.

Local_i tv: il-re. nintir ci-,iur,:1 iras l.l Jil isilrs. Ihese onc 1.,.,r- c
ll-lttttr lo<':lit)' ..'rnr, ,;nrl .lhr-' initi,,i ictt,:,, c,f l:he provin,::.,.
coutltn) c'i rinqinq, I!.is is tlrr: r, ;,rnc that ri | ! appean o. -{iril
irt'int-ctrts 1-'f 1-1.s111,1-;'r1--s. Ihe irt;tiitl lt:,tt.:r li tfie. onovint.i,
countn\ -shorld L.t-. cnter.ecl on tirc niclrt hand si,:le. !l'hc.r<;
nincrirrg is r.'t iirri" ,rt l or.r'4r\lno,rl nrnciritl sf .rticrr i.,:,. A.-tr-b,r,, r:[,.rn
or Mui'ul.rt i" :-i:; !oc., j , ty namc, ni:st lef er to at i',,a+ure )ri
f he | : 250 J-l.r sc,ri:'s meps of South At-rir:1, sgch JS .l post
rri'f ice. pt.omifi:rnt l.tLt or m.untrrirr, on nciiray,-siclinq clcrs;ps1 1.
fhe sitt of ningirrq. Th,: co-orJinate; must neFer to i,:he t:racr
ringing place whiic the lo.,ali+-y name seFVes to indicatr: thc
eenr:nal anea in which 1:hr. r'inging took ol.tcr., Thc initr.-rl
lettcns of the pltrr incrs ,rnci

A'-- places i., tl,e Antdnctic and sub-Antanctic such as lular-ion
lslanci.

B : Botswane

C = Cope Province
| -- islands in the Indian Oce,rn

N4 = Malar'i
N = \atel
C = 0nonge Free Stete
R : Rhodesia
S : South West AFrrca
T = Tnansvaol

0ttr,-.r areas will be qiven irrii:i.rls as rrnr-l when ringing t.tkes
pl ace thene.

ll





tot.r!s fon the pul l i ancl ful i-gnown nlus any lost on defective
ri ngs shoul d equol the number cntei"ed i n "total used".

The box numbers nefer to the column numbens on a standard
computer car.d. The bnoad I ine aftcrr every eighth row of the
species summary m.erks the end of \0 columns on c computen caru,
and senves i:rs r gu i dc to the pe-op l.' nho purrch the data on to
computen canos.

In general, plcase attemct tc entcr rhe f igunt:s ,.n tht: sclredtrle
so th.:t they en.: i:ican and do not touch .rny lin.--s. lt is best
to cornect mistakes by putting a l ine through them and triti:rg
the c<::rrcit f i.r-ut't: 3l:,o'o'e,

SAFRlfrrl SCHtClitF 3

Aii retr.rps r,r;-brrJs t'inEr:d over one vedr nrL.,viousll an,i nc,:or,.nle,s
slri'u { d bt' repi,nf-r.,1 ,

f herc are., f our tr.rms: ill'ccre nics, llr:.rl Rerrvenies, Co:.i.nols .:ird
Rctraps; *hich pertr;n io nir,girr,.l ini'c,rmatic'n. These one
def i rred be low:

RECCVFRY: A,le.:d rit,gr.tl !-,ii"d irrrnii r\ .t ccnscn who lras n,:
dccess tt'the ori-c;in,rl nrnginl: jcta. The lili(Jen inf onrns
SAFRI\G who in turrr in1'rrnnrs the censon whc I'ingeJ the bind,

-10\TRCL: A lire ringr:d brrd fo'-rnci cild reporl-'ed in the scnrc
mannen .rs at I'ec0veny,

t0CAL REC0VERY: A .lead bi.d Fcu:rrJ ,r'- sit.: of i'ingingr bv a
pdrson who lros dcr-css tc. the ; i lg i rrg dat.r.

FIFTRAP; A I r i'.: i, i r.:i ne c;iptu'e'l hy f h+ per.sor! who r ingerl the
bircJ. .ii1,35..,'1n bt rjivilj:ii irri:

( ;l necapturi.:iJ .lt sil:: li' nirr.iing, cr iin cd.j:rcent locai ity
"hilh h.;-. the .'s6a1 cr*r-'r,l!net, s as the rrrrqing ['lJce, lcss thcn
(\:.a \,rar af te^ ni n!J r i,.l f r I i;st necdotrtre,
( iii rrcaptured at site ci: ningir'.g nore thlln onc' -vecr aften
r r nq i ,1g or i ast recapture:
( iii i nccapturc'.i at a iJif F;:nenl !ocal ity which has difienent
cc,-'or<jintrt-es fnom t!iose ol- tl:t- site of nirrging,

These contain infonmation about movements and sunvivel rates
of [:irds anci shouid be housed at NUBRA Recovenies ond
controls ore r'eporteci tc NLlBflA as the [Jnit acts to inf-onn tlre
ringer ol' the findings of one of his birds, dnd tc tel I the
f ind.:r whene the bird was ringed.
Local necoveries ond netraps type (i i) and ii i i) should be
reported to NiJBRA as they contain information about movemettts
.rnd sunvival rates, They shouid be neported on SAFRING SCHEDULE
3. This schedule !s suppl ied to al I ninging stations anci to



Branc h li i ng i ng 0rgan i sers.

The schc.Jti le i s Ces i 9n,:J ,.r, that t-ire i nf ormol ion can be r'ntert--d
,.iirectly into thr: Lompr.rter', !-he la;,'out oi- the scheduies follow:
r:hat of the ni;11111g i'cn6 - SAi'RING SCHEDULE !. Additionai
i nFrnmat ion p. rr: i r' i fi(t tc nec'ovei-'y c1ate, necovel"y p I ace and state
oi birC is.ris,. r€.juilerl- flre st,rte cF bind should be a bniel'
:;i.rtcment rlr;cir s'rr9,rs1.:j h-rr thc hilci dieJ and for how long it
ired been dr'.rc b:f o"e i'i:Jin9, !i' r: retnap is be ing repbrted t-hen
th.: i,or'd "tlETtAP" is tisi-ti to descr'ibe the stote oi: the hirci,

ihe cclunns,.r, -hc ..:'r.:riir ic n,-irnbrre<1 4l to 4! ane no'l tc be
conrp, letci r) 1',.- r',,r1rei'. ihese iire useil et li'iLiBIlA; -fo ccce:
,1lrop61;;l-ri)n tn 1,r' tlt,: Si-ir.'ii] i.:.

-i 
l:. r'c1,i.ra.5 i r., , I - i 11.-'i. :t LriFrJs nr:aiirtir,'et.l l(:s5 then !ir)'

....t!- srnr-e r),{,. Ie,:-.iLine -,' rirr!in3.::ri: not reponte<} ic
i.Ul-ritA ;r,. l:u.- Retrcp Schcdules .rr.e avni l.:ble to al! ti,.'s.

;-.;:rc. le whr r,';, tc nl'cor-.{ tirese retr-'aos, A duplicate r:opv oi-
11.:.:qr l:l Lre nrtr3i schr:ilr ies can be sert to N!iBRA where it ." i | |

i;e hor.:se .i,

A fourth sctit'iiLi l.: - SAFRI\!J SCiliDiji.L : rs availabie which is
liu:'-nbii: irr.n pg.or,-i1 ng inio, n,-riion - :l le,-tr:ci wiri le ni ngrng.
fhi:: scl-reriul"'is riis,:.usse'l ir: rhe (:hdt.i-er uin n(:cL)rding ciata r;r
t.f:.. rrew Rrrrgrng \ranuai iin pnr.p.J, 'i'his sche ijr.ricr is available
bo ail ningers or' rir*: h:;sis thot thc'.u subrnit o <luplicate of thcin
nec{'r'ds to NllBRA -l he riitgers wili retain 'che customary rights
,ive r their Cat;:,

fltPUf 5T F0R i N FO_RlvlAT I Cft :

I49II!!.ELBE,

I in current ly errgagerl irr a sl-rrci. cn the ecolog; c,lt rrcusebirds"
.rnd I should be gnateful for ant r€:!.ap deta fcr the thre'-'
mousebii'd Colius spe,cies. The inforrnation required inciui*,s
total nurnber of birds ningeC, totri! rrumb()r .)f n€:ciipttrr.es .:nd
individg6l reclpi:ure reconds (i,e. 1-imc elors,.-ri and .jisirnce,'
reoved betr'een nirrging cnd recapturej. 1.rry addition.:l in{crrrrati.-;n
on weight, moult etc, would also 5e n,,l,:ir iri-lpneciate,:1,
Acknor.;ledgernent wi I I be nrede,

l'.G.H, Frost,
Percy' Frt:Pctrit-i. irrstitut.: oi Ai':'i c,r'r Jrnithi:i-,$)',
ijli',ersiry .,f C.o. l-*rr.,
lio n de bo sc h,
? ?i1r',|


