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hiri lst catching SartcJerl ings near the 0l i1-ants r-ive r nrouth, Comri:on
Tarns uene cdught in ihe mist net as wei l. lhc- finst tenn
taken f rorn the net r{as pe leasc-d cn tlre soot and its react iort
oLrsenved, WitLr-.ut an/ hr'sitaLion ttre bir',J r-ook olf f noni th.'
palm o{'ny hand, Howevct" it d;d not seern to maki:.1 stout ol'f',rni
and -ftei- soinc tringbeats. i-t just glidrd.rlon.l until i:- lrntled
{)n tli.' iL.rten. Tir.: r,elv s-r,te pncaedUp€ l..cls 1.r'ir,ci on .r Srnileriinc;
rh ich I iern cif into the mcon I css n iglrt, AI-tr,r tl: i s i nc idrnl
the lem.rin ing c.rtclr cf l/ ter.ns xas he ld in keep ing comp.!.i-ir.nts
r;ntii first l:qht in the mo:ning. Tire binds rerc rhcn ringe<l
.rnd put cn the gncund f nom r.hene thcy' took c-1-F a{ ten r-u{'j'lirr,:r
thcir fcathels,

l,lo unusuol bel,avioun f noni terns was obse rn'eiJ during the rluv r.ir:n
J ccrmt of the surnourrdirrg anea was macie, iust rften donk .:
loosiing f iock r!rs distunberd, AlI fh.. terns toc'k off but on..,
This bird was ven)' .rggressive but ciid nt't mi:ker tlre lcast att.:rrnt
to fly away, lt tunrred {)ut tL. bi,; p'ird ringed i:lrc prev;oLis
n;ght, it wus kept oven rrnl-: I the next monninq. During the
c(1unse of thet' n ight more tenns r,cnc c.tught. Scverc I t imes
iluning the night e check was nade on the keeping comoantmerrts,
0n eaci.r or-casion one on tuc' birds were f ourrd to he ly inll on t'h.-, ir
backs but otherw i se tlrcy' rcn. j r.rst os sgEne ss i vc .ts the i.est .
They wene tunned on their fr:et but uni-orturrately, I did nlt
Jscertain whether the s.:rne two binds neferneci to above 'rer'.,amongst them. In the monning al I ihe tenns took cff Fncm the
ground except twc. Thesc tnied to rralk ar"ay, i deciCcd to thror,
them into i:he air, os hiqlr as I pcssibly coulci . Aiten a shorr:
f ree f al I l-hese two tenns ruff leJ thein i'eathens irr mid-.rin and
flew off stnongly, nepeating the ruffl ing seven.rl i:imes unti I

they flew out of my sight.

\l unttsu3 | behav i or.rn of dn)/ i;ern kr-tS s€(:o ciur i ng ihe nnor" i ng,
iri the early dfternoon howevtrr, two tcnns rere spltted srr-rr:rg on
a s.rndbnnk nedn l--he r, l.,r:n rnouth. Whcn ! epprocc, [rr,d thc,:r i: ire.,
niacie Fon -Lhe niv€r', uali.: ing all thr: ir.r), Llne sr,,tr,r .rcnLsi th,
r1 uop and the .rther sLiitr! itsl-rcnr. r:5o'.,t lf ,l nltners j lrrti-,.:r'
dowtrstleam. After le;rvitirl ii-. in 1.,:.;rct- irr' :;c'rne tirce to en;ibli:
it to dny-, I evcnaually b-at lir. irir.il .io the r.;t<:r., Ag:ir, i..
tirrneJ cut .L.. be one cf' the bii',..!.: *1, i.:h hi: '.: rcf r';kr:n oFf {'r',rm
tht:.q,'ounC eanlicr ir the nor'ri.,!" it,..as e.\aiiiirrci i'or.rri;
visible tn-iuries but Jri) i'..rsolr \-..r3 rprJ..:r.t'nt F,.tr. tiris str,-rnci'
bchavicui'. Hol ilirrg i:fre trl; rn thr Lrpi'el ll;'t ,.'f tiri, l.'lis i,;r..1
mov in1; the hrr,.l up .tnil d{'tr'\r nc lSnor*.r i tr:r' r;.r: r-.bse::'i'cij t'lr, !e
tl-re bir.i rs.-'ii its ':irE:, i.--t.rin it shorcii.rqer.l!:3ivc,r,ess,rni
r-hc bit-i ::':er:.:i 'it':r i,!, sLr'-.rtr, , . lhe it:rlil. i J he'n iir-,r-- i,:jecl to
rcleostr i'; in rlr,r s.m, \.r\ .rS I dr.i in ifrr) rn.;i-n inr; by t.lr; r,n iirq
it into thc rir'fis iri.-lr;;1- iccui..r. !l:.i -rc il- h,rll .-!cni in fht.
flcnnilt!, the bi:-C ''ie-r crit rf'sigi'+ as; if i-lr-:r'- 1,.:'l rcyc'' !et:1



irnvtlririq hr()nq uith it.

Lln{'r;r'tirnatt, lr., i lrii<j tr'i,,.tr.- thc arco::bout tlo h,rurs aftt:r, this
lost rncrrl(nt, i irm, Iroh.'r1p, irt l l()ss t!, r:xplairi the stnrrnric:
br: h.rr iour. .rird cln on ! I rssumr: that sornr, physica I f .rctcn m ight
prl.:y ir poIt in !t. clcorl) rnore obsenv.rtions ane needed to conre
to lnv corrclLrsir-,rr, ,rnC I woul.1 rnpe,.rl to anroi.rc ninging tenns
to t.tkt' note ol' atny- unusrJLtl cncounters. I
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I r.rs interested to scc )'orlr appL.at on tenn mortalitl, in Salrinq
(P.'1s^1 iol diff iculty when ringing tenns -((l):S). I lrad a
vlrry simi lar e-xpenience tc the orre described when trapping tenns
in the lvonv Coast in Febnuanv lt)5!. ! harj mistnetteci thenr at
.t roost o11 i) s.tniji)rnk, and kt-pt tht:m ovenn ight in I orge candboand
Lror.,5, se\er(rl f-c a bo-r, fhe n.xb dcy' all but three f lew off
allight, but I hacl three necoveries within days of binds picked
up wandeninq about on beaches furthen up the cocrst, I caught
aborrt 90 bi.ds rrn ti"o cr:casions, losirrg thncr: dii'ccri-v as they
ioiled to ill rwry and l.rter die,Jr on the second mole successf ui
occ.rsion, rhich alst produccrJ thc recol'eries. The birds were
ahout haii -c,ach Common ond Black -ierns, and Hene affecte<j
incliscrinr in,rtcly, At least sone survived ali night, as twer of
th.: Flacrk l-elns wene recovered in subsequent veans in G[rana,
11 lthough n;y boxes Rerc pcrhdps less stuffy than Tony'Tnee's
bin.1 bags. thel werc clear'iy not slood enough, though wel
impregn;ited with .,irrhoIes, The overnight temperature at Gnand
B;ss.rn, uhere ! c.;u1tht tht- bit'cis, was centainly not less than
i5''1, anr'l thr.uqh rn the open, the bind bcxes wene under coven
on .r vdrAail<rh cncj :iie, lter..d f nom anv bneeze there may lrave been.
Tony Tree :;per,iiicai ly ment;oned sea-tenns but obviously ALL
lerns.rrt, at risk, es hall- oF mine v;ere Block Terns. t
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