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At Nlelville Koppies Natune Resenve, where a ringing project is
being canried out, a pair of Spotted Eagle 0wls Bubo africanuS
are known as a breeding nesident, I have attempted to locate the
perches oF these birds, to col lect pel iets. Aften one of the
pel lets col lected wes founil, on dissection, to contain bind
bones, it was speculated that nings used for the ninging pnojet:t
may also be neco";ened Fnom the pel lets,

Altogether ii pel lets har.: bc,en .-ci lected and dissected, these
contcineil a litrge pnopontion oi bircj bones, but no nings were
found, ln addition si.r out o{' st'vcn pellets found b-v other
visitors t,o tlre Koppig5- lra',r:,6lso bet:n disected enil wene ferund
to be similar in corrteni:s .rs the 1,5 previously' examined.

The latest pel let h.rnded to me by Dn. Guy Berry was col lected
ot the Kopp ies on l9th Octc.benr l!r75. Th i s pe I let had a
bone Irugment sticking out.oF tlrc side of th,' l.qllet with ; ring
still attached (sce photos).

The ning number, 4-3'4329 was easi ly visible, 0n checking with the
ninging necords it wes found that this ring had been put on to
an immatune Red-f aced lvlousebird, Coli!s indicus at the Koppies
on I Rth J.rnuany, 1975,
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