
other.) envinonments. Both cf these studies have a noost in the
ar-ea, but at the Bronkhorstspruit studv therc was a srrdden
disappearance of al I the birds at the noost, The B,S.K, roosts
dppeer to serve at least as communication centnes,

Apart from this ecologicol neseonch, thene has also be,en an
increase in the numben of birds ringed pen dnnum (200 - 300
per yean now); and a considerabl. u.ouni cf dota avai labie frrm
the b i r.d in the hand has been ana | ;,sed [:y J, ]lende I solrn ano
othens - this is to be publ ished soon, The cunrent netunn on the
ninging effont is + 32, i,ian."- rooC counts wenc) elso done on otl
roptons. These hove ploved oF I ittle value in assessinq
populetion densities. i.rrt ltavc provcd of leol value in !sscssing
distribution of naptcns in the Trensvaol in the recent T.ansvoai
Bird At;u5 Pp6rject,

At the most n':cent meeting of the group, there was a f.ir.ly
cic:ar ideological spl it between "ecologists" and "r.ingers".
The ecologists feel the r^ingir'9 effort is a high-cost-low-neturn
acr:ivity, and thot the- ringers:.hould give up the irnpossible rosk
of nronitoring B.S.K. movements end cc-.nfine their octivities io
limited anea mdFking studies, Thc r-ingens, orr the other horrd,
point out that only by continual ringing of the B.S,K. has it
been shown that the s;recies is capalrle of cor,sidcnable moverrent
(SOO - | 000 km), ;nd that only by keeping this up, wi l l crr;r
:noverierrt pattern f inally emen_oe.

ir1 .!r.lrtempt to unrte these two {'ields of ectivily, i1-wos
suggestcd-r:h:t the Splingbok Fi.rts be.rjivirjr:d irrtr: grirjs, ald
Lh.;t ringers do nrrost censuses, ond ,:olour nrolk tri,-tJs; lrr ,:
rcgional bosis. Theni' were'.arious th.ctical motivetjonal
pnoblelns, arrd af t,:r the re-cent Ri n9 i ng C<,nf i:r.r;rrryer A i cn Kemp
suggested that thc 3,S,K. ..lt"oup rs su-ii be rl issclvertJ, and tir.:t
the Transvaal Raptor Gnoup cief ine o riew pr^oject un .ri I napions,
fhis.oroject wi ll at once rr:pioce e:r.l F-arti.rlly include fh".
B,l'.K. ;:-oject. This r(rot'ganisation r,.ruli_l tl,(:!i f3irl v 3.:.:ur..1.i:,,1y
nef lect the situation that niost of the reoliy productive il,l-:,|i,
work being done in tht: Transve.rl inow tf,at the bir.-.i-in-the-hrnd
dato has been one | ;-sed) i s i: hat be i ng tlonc, b,v Tanh^i on .rnd (enrl. .
The neu qeneral naptor Frrojrjct pn6posecl r,ill involyc arrri,si,,.:t- a detailed set of specialised rteasttremen+-s tc i:e .i.rkcn l;v
1-rappers, and the rjetail,,d i.:hr-.togrrphy o1^ ,:.:.:i: in<j iv,.iqei - tfri-"
i)noposdl is tc be discus.;ed nv the T. R,C" s< or,.

ltl *rigfi ii\i€ -hA 
pj &jIU p Y c &a uP

l{, Wa lt.rren,
.5 l.lont ag11; '{6,.',
P'neian(isZ
./4U).

lhe 1^/.i--.1{.S,G. was f:urrdc:ii la l:)7 1 to co-ordin.rie t,!.:j.r(_ijir.ities
c.f, peopl.: intcre,stuci_ in str:d.ring wadt:rs irr thr_ Wes.fr:rrr C.:pc,
The main ::bjec;:il'es havL,, ch"tn3:d littie since i:le;- r,erne lir.si
pnoposeci by- Ccof f Wi ison illaf :.r rq 1972'1. fhcsc wcre:

t1



l. To detenmine the onigins and mignation routes of our
polacorctic r.aders, including local movements,

2. To cietenmine the stnuctune of populations each yean in
tenms of ,rge dnd sex,

3. To mon iton popu I at i orr lcve I s,

4, To de-scribt the seasonel changes in mass,

5, To descnibe the se:luence of moult,

These objectires anc achiev'ed bv trapping wedens cnd also front
censuses. The qrc.up beqari " ith b memb.'rs but lras ctrown I ittle
as peoplc heve (.)me ond gonc, At prnesent thene are | | members,
although cci-asionol l)' vanious helpers come along,

fhe commc'nest specres in ou,'ared, the Curiew Sandpiper, is also
relatively :asy to tnap. Thenefcre, rnost intenest was initi.:lly
di nected towcn<ls thi s soeci es. Several recoveries have heen
obtained anil the mouIt and weight cycles are now knor''n. A paper
on tlre migration system within Africa is now in preparation and
i ncorporaters dota obta i ned i n l"laun itan i a, Eth i op i a, Kenya ond
othen parts of South Africc, Co-openation with wader ringens
in other anees helps to give a more complete pictune than would
otherwise be obtlined b1' only using data fnom one local ity.
International co-open;rticn !ras also been made in the writing of
a paper on the Knot to show that oun popu | ..rt i ons 6.e I i ke I y
to be of Sibenian origin whl lst those found in the nonth west
of Europe ane Greerrlendi,:,. Unpubl ished data on various species
has also been made ;rvai iabic -lo Glutl von Bloi:heim *ho is
writing the "Hondbuch rJer Vcgc! I'littel Eunopas".

!n order to impnove our unilerstonding of the migration routes
we stanted a dye-morking s.:herie in 1976 on Cunlew Sandpipers,
Knots and Scn.lenlings, This gave information on l()cal movements
but only one long distance sighting - a Curiew Sandpipen from
Ethiorri o. Howcven, thi s i s our fi rst recoircry for East Africa
and adds another link to r-.ur knowledge oF the migrotion noute.

Ana I ys i s p | ;,"-s atr im;.ortant part w ith in the group. At pnesent
thc date obtained on the mass is being tackled to show the
seasondl Fluctuot-ions fon each species. Such data is ranely
fcun<l in starrdord bind books and wr i I rnake useFul comparisons
with wonk done on the same spec;es in otfrer €rei!s (e.g. East
Afni ca and Furope) 

"

Wader habitats in the western fjape havc ciiminisheC in numbens
an.l size ever since the gnoup was fcrmed, Cthers cre sti ll
thneot'ene,J witt, develcpm"rnt, Reiiii[,i€j popuiation f rgures had
cnly b{:cn obtainecl fcr i'he vleis i:i' the Cape Flots and vintuelly
661hing was kno^., ior cl-le rest uf i-he aren' Thr,re was, therefcre.
G rtcerj to knorr mor-,j abt!ut the v:orlr:' i)oDiliati,rns tf they wene to
t>e coirserve,d, L'lrr the !'ecomnleir.l(r'l , ,r, of Prciesson Siegf n ied n

waden ccrs,rs .ri i .rngeb.;an LaEoott i,ii:i undcrte ken i" 1973r .rnd
each yeon r-he ir()pulation has been lqonitcred. $f6rve Pningle and
John i'.oop,':r were g; leri tire task oi ..9an ising the counts and a
pd;.-:.ir on the i irst tvro -vect'st uork iies b,:cn ptrbl ished. In tlre
s,.rftfller' .i' | );)i7S Lhese i:ounts i{€i'r. er:iende'd to co\'.r sii the



c(r(riL(rl *ctiln.-ls arrrl irL)a1Stlirr,.' ,i! the :()t!Lir-i..1).-'-,., ,,t.,.. rhis
qJvi: .rstimotes ct the tstal :)cOUl.ttion for t:lih ..per.i' 

',.li:r.ihutioir .;1.-1 ir;1!it..rt ch<.ic'-.. fle ;6151 i,nr ortL.n1. .(1.r::1 ,i
*. i- ! .rrri{-r lr.rv,,, be.,tr iri.'n1 rf ir:J on'! rr: i.; lrlP:-rt tir.at .ri:i! r ri t.rr!
boiirc:; will I'oili,q tht: n,-r;onircndal-i<-,rrs for cr..:ltrnr lclri'.,,:..
ll,< rr'.L r.rs srrlttSonr..l br tlr,. S,,1 ,i,:-. -riri 'lrr .,rc;.r,T \.:
complc:1.r:d witlr in sev:n rnont'iis. li is hoi,.cci thrt sinil3i. iu'"vc,!::t
uili bc cllili-r'fed in or:ht I lart,s ti rhc c.rur-.r.r,

lcunts a:'t o1' j11'3r'c:-t,'iri,'ri .;onrbiircd i,rth iiiti.t
'l:t:incil i rotn 1-t,:l; il.j. i-'rt ,ri:r'r.ulit t l- +-hiq qc
rr;r-st \iriti- .lurlern :itn(l\rt.,tr' o1.erkir,:r:". : i.L.n
rti:ti.1,q. r-i,t..,, !!!'i-Lt,t 1 .-, ,r 'i ' .illi'r-):it.,:i.-
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Hi I lbnow.

The Ilan'J wa.ler G'oup, rr*iike otlrcr st!,td]' 9r(Jups, does not exrst,
It stentecl n'ith tw. peopre.r.ci aFten sir yr:.r*s.rgain consits cr'
tr'o pcople" Altogetlrer l4 petrp!e pa.ticip.tecl in the activities,but dnopped i'ut .:f i;on d vcr.y shcnt 1 inre. The most I i ke I y
re.rson for'the high drop:out nate is i..ho corditiorrs undcn *-hich
wa.Jcr ninging is c.:rried out; t!.r,ou!ih thc rright, w.rlking through
mud - sr-.m.,tiaes r!.tis+: rir:ep, l;id occasir:n.:i lv doirrg lhis on 

'r.:r.vcold .r,rd,/or lcinr. nights. it is 1'1131i.",.",of{: venv-like!v that
pr.oJ-i;, lnlr -irinecl irrrlr'. ningirr<; to obttrin A-perrits, ;is rnen_,,
,Jrc'ipe.i ottl rrfr.:er 111;:l if-virrr,l .rs 4-ririqi:rs,

i,n I r j ; 1r. s;,r-1 ir.::,, oft :., i ,tt.r,
i'trpsl,:1. 1) ,:n.j ,1,,rlr 1.i.' i.lr:j i'
,.,, i\i rr t ' !,. 
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