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Co I ony 0bser"vat i t,n Fonm ( used w ith f onmen)
Standard Detnils Form (fc'n f nee-f l-vin9 binds)
Nest Rccond Fc,r'm (tr.'e -nest i ng spcc ies)
Rcsighted Eind Fornr (detai ls of indiv'idual with nesig[11nn
necond.)
Carcass 0bset'votion Fonm
Py. I on Survcy' Fonnr

Copies of thc V.S.C, forms h..:ve bt-en lodged with N.U.B,R.A.

In collabonation with thc Witratcncra:'id Bind Club, the V,S,G.
hos .rnnanged for the manufacture of Darvic vultune nings in
tro si:ers, 25 mm and l6 rnm. Thcso enc sold by the W,B,C.
in scarled pocks cF 50 rings of one colour.rt R 3,00 pen p<-rck.
Colouns at'e red, rrhito. bluc, g...,,", ;'ellr'u; and biack. Pneviouslv
th.'best closingt ql.-1,i69 fcn thesc !'in9s'*as a steel nivct, which
.lid hovc' the di sii.Jr',,rnt;!rc that it u'os sub.ject to conro-sion.
This has now been soived by'the lJ.B,C., .rnJ sFrecial bross rivets
hove been nade in [lrgl.ind for usc with the Darvic rings. These
(rrc avGilrbie f nom the \{,F.C, at R 5,0C per thousand, arrd all
usens of Danv'ic r-ings cne edr.ised tirat these brass rivcts should
bc use.J in the intr'nests of lorrg iife on the L.ird.

Pensons rvho wotrld I ike to know none about the Vultune Study
Group should contact the convenon, John Ledger, at P,0. Box
!Q18, .Johar;ne sbung, 2C30, ir/ith tire largc numbens of, colotrr-
ringed hit'cls nou mcving aborrt'clre subcontinent, we (are very,keen
to have sonc assistance l-ronr pecolc irho could cstobl ish corcass-
watching or pyion-surve;'subpnojects in r;heir areas.

BLACK:SHOU LDEBlq K ITI R-ESEAiICH I N THE TSANSVAAL

H,C, Bisss,
Newmanket Equine Cl inrc,
P0 Bor 4107,
Al rode,
r45r.

ln l\)74, a B.S.K, group was started in the Transvaal, as a
sub-group of thc Tnansvoal Rapton Gnoup. The gnoup includes
many ningers, Thene are ment'ers in most areas of the subcontinent,
but almost all wonk to dote has bcen done in the Tnansvaal,
War-wick Tanboton, working r,intuall-v on his own, is busy doing
intensive ecologicol stuclies on the 8.S,K. in the central
Transvaai bushveld, His studv enpioys pit.:gial t.rggin9.
0hsenv.:tions are b.eing made on thc bre.:din$ cyules of indivitJueri
birds" thein prey end hunting aciivityo .tnC thein diunnal
ar:t.i",'itr p.;ttr'rns, ih., prcy sF\-': ies r.1' ro'Jcttts .tn.: bein3
ncni.ioleC, Ti:is iirrt'1. "iII prr'oi--..r:'l:'irt'-:,'r i,-, bc thr. mosf
s i:-ln l i: icant Lorrtr i i>tit rr,tr to B, S, f. - rescat't:ir ir:t.

R|cr:n1-i; Aliin kc'nt;, h.rs ::i rlt,r.i -: ;lnii,:' sturiv itr a clrassiartil
,lr, J .rSi- jtu'1;.t, 

' ! ..rir r i (t;'r,r[ r)'1, t\. irr F;''.rnii'1'f 'itspi i!i1'. \'1r-rlh ,-

tr.:s Sjtr.ir i- r,r,,:r\tl(!.i- io:i..t;,-,1 T,ti'iti,i<tn, .tnrl S(-.ne si:r'c.;s ls
itlsl Dr;:,q ! at ri on t!'r ri:'ild,t.t i'.'rt.'-' i:l' d; f len,:nt- n.ll-1i.rs, .ri'd t-tr

thc :r,r,;g'lti.: r',."t'hoi.r:i;(. l-..Ckqt-1r1;,;J :,, S. la(:1 rrrr in thiS (ani

irl



other) environrnents. Boi.h cf these studies hove o noost in the
anea, but at the Bnonkhonstspnuit study thene was a surdden
disappearance of al I the birds at the roost. The B,S.K, roosts
oppean to serve at least as cornmunication centres.

Apont from this ecclogical neseonch, thene has alsc been an
increase in the numben of binds ringed per annum (200 - 300
per year now); and a considerable amount cf data avai lable frlnt
the b i rd in the hand has been ana lyse.l by J, li'lende I sohn and
others - this is to be nubl ished soon. The cunrent neturn on the
nirrging effort is + 31 , lr4any' roaj counts were olso done on ail
neptors, These have pnovr:d oF i ittle value in assessing
population densities, brrt have proved of reol value in essessing
distnibution of naptons in the Transvaai in the necent Tnairsvaai
B i rd At; .s Ppoject.

At the most recerrt meeting of the gnoup, thene was a fciriy
cle-ar ideological spl it between "ecologists" and "ningers",
The ecologi sts feel the ningirrg effort is a high-cost-low-neturn
octivity, and that the ringers shouli give up the ir,rpossible tosk
cf monitoning B,S.K. movements and canfine thein activities i.o
limited anea manking studies. Ths: ringers, on the othe:- hand,
point out that only by contirual ringing of the B,S,K. has it
been shown that the species is capable of cor,sidcnable movesrent
(500 - | 00C km), rnd that only by keeping this up, will on-.r
:novene!1t pattern f inally emerge.

In.r, .rr:temp:t to urrite these two f-ields of activit-v, i.!- ros
suggest.rd'ilret t!re Splingbok Flats be ciivicJcd intc gri<j*, arrd
ihct lingers do nr',ost censuses? crvid colour nrar!< bindl rtn i,r

rcg i ona ! l.ils i s. Thenc were \,ar; ods pnact ic.r ! not i v.:t iona I

plo[]lerns, atrd af t:" the le-cent Rirg ing Cr.nf i:r'rrr,ce, A,i .rn Kemp
suggested that the ts, S, K. 9t'oup .ls su.:ir i:e dissolved, and thet
the Transvaa I Raptor (lraup cief i ne a ::ew pno ject on a I I napiors.'Ihis proji:ct will of once re:place anJ pantiail; irrcludc the
B.S.K. proje,ct. This r.o!'girnisction w*uld tle,-, f.::rly s..;LJ;..1fr,, 1y
ref lect the situat- ion tlrat nrost of' the ne;l iy prcduc:t i ve F, -i,li.
work being done in the Transvaal {now tf'at the bir.-l-in-a.;."--lqnci
data hos been .lna lvsed) i s that be i ns dsrrc, by Tarc'r1 on rrrd (emp-..

Thc' new general napton pnoject 6rnoposerj u,i I l involi,e anrl.. si:
lf a dei:ai!ed set of speciaiiserj rreasunemenis tc be ::.rLcrr l,y
LrappeFs, ,rnd thr: detai lcd r:hrrtogr.tplr," of ..:;:.'h inri iv '.irr:rl - thi-.
i)r,rposal is tc be discus.;e,l b1, t;he f , R.G, sc,on,

u!;iEftr_tril w{c &

f4. Wait.rier,
J !.lorr{:oEi:; Wii;.',
Finelanis-
r 4u).

The \4,C,i{,S.G. r"as foundcii in l97l tro co-ord!n;i:c tir;:,ri,tivities
of per:p l.: i nteresterl i n sLrrd;'in5t we dens i n t he, Wesri-{:rn CJpc ,
Ti,e main r-,irjective s iral,', rh.in1,1sd littie sitrc.: il',e;' i.ene {;ir';i
proposr:cj b: Cur,ff Wi r scn lSia{"'rn9 lJ/J;n f },us(' \irc "'
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