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lwrci.!r,., ..,:.,rf rlte ,-riiturs of SAfiil\C Las..ske<i ii,r;.i.rg.:r.;
!-c st.,rit., lsr;t.,rrrc.thcjn.:ci_itttir:;. onrj lras evi.r! r'i.,rrol.tin.-J
ur. iir.i i,-r:r. r,i reslrJilit: iiAi:liri\| 5(l):2i';, :f ;..-j, iif ;::JlJrs(:,
I i,ta'!.i- .r,);r,i !!h3th.,i' ir., -; [s lir-iqt,;sr. acLJlil sirr ii.rr.!i. r:Lrtiir]r!li.
t!.'r,i'..i,.t,ii,i, -rr,l !-..i::uire;'l.isi::lyr.rr:i.,,i,.:t, L:/. i.rrt ii,t::.::,-ri.:i,i:-' ,,i,,,,,.-,:ii ':t, ,-iracussiori uJn'1. deqen.ri-,ttt ilri;r ilre
t)'ir.t .,: -)r: j:: 'r;r, i i.i.-(iiri,j lor.-,r.:, htrr,,:, 611ii ri:i iitl,rc. 1;irr p.,.:sr.i:l
nct r\ | i 1,,- i,i,,-,r, ,: ,.- i, U.ji.liJi (toarii r it,r,: !,t .,; i .. r,;:.llr-
shJt't'rir3 lrri L,,''-i.:,-:i -qe nrrilri'l'l .:it1.-,,,r.: w€j ;rr.,:r .rboui t9 1..;r.t,
on "W::a'c Res,;ir- i, ,-..1 finci,,-,-", ., i,,rt f'ciior+s" rher..,
! *.:ie r,o coi)lcqics. f ,.; t.thing vulir;r', - ... ,r; te_rt,

Fir::tir-, .rfi), res',iits ti,at tJo,rcnue ar-e hlJtti jr),,tnder\t on th€
t:l'. ut t\vrS('n d,ri,rr: t:r- t.( a( (rFCh {s}rr.,r.rni l e; ;ir,g j, .rr,.t
so a bnie l pcrsorr.il vignette is i6 6al6r.. .r,i :colog!:,t
ii:si !3pp:ens 1:o be stud...ing birds: bincis.tr.i. i,:,,,,rtous" riiurn::i,
genefdii;.- 'to::y ;nd :.rrspie.ilrJltsr prettv ..i.,;,. i{ i:,ir,.i a;r.--i sriiiiy,
ond be::ir-jes" rvherr I st.rrie{j iri l{iqer;a t-h..r.i !, r.c.nil urrrici,a-si
runrj goats !ivin9 rn ihc pleir:., I lrok d-r .r:.:,,.,: from lire
ccnceptua! viewpoint of 0..-.:r'rian evoluti.:-, !.,rr;Llit?vnt For
Sf\(lr!tdnLrus ri'r'dr:{.i)r, ....r .',rn( cf tl,e,.. . s oi sulr itol :,1'
the f i+icai i:nd -.,'.1-i..!i jc:: ! r ir';.;"6ain1 ,:.. .,.ii.;i, arlepiatlon
to env I ro;lrnerrts, .r, .:; i'q: .. ,,; :.rrnp,t't r t ion, .ri s.r iln. i.ii:rrcr., I

iltr ltO crl)rll'C11 | 5L,

:..c.i1!il).." I ar i:crrvi,,,-:.. I i:,c. ..-alj .ru,.inli ,,rr.i ,.i,igi*gl c,l ur lij
brriis i:irtlr-ov€is tirci. ri,.:i:rr..,: ui l,,rih, A l.ir,::i (lJl-,t*r.e iiiLlsll
b;: irlumet ic, onri e nir,.; t:nd i--oir.i:,'cr-i ft(:ilker:; rnrJsrt hai:tpi:i. i_i:i:
i:i-d. ii- that is connect, Lr,en.rlrr n33s()ns ltr,r.irir,*:n;'e:.inc r;,r_r,
bi lqis nusL fs q:;6..1, dns\\cr.:r Lc quest ir ns niusi be lrr:r.lir:a,ri irrg,
.tnd dnSHe nsi irust be crliri;iit!l i..;ai::,d i.iil;1, ion th.jt .n::rijt-t:r, .oinilt-
rrnicable), lrr theiOT0t-. i..iir1 i. panv 5pggi,,-. gi i.nj,;.ti-: a,-.
.lpciinrlrE dr1\rvo\,. herr :\(. ,,(1. 1 cri.'., 

-irr-:.if 
r. ,t ,.r ;,:r- rrte r, ..i .,:

tirat deciine, And whether o;re &:i;rv:: that iir:n:r;r.'. .:r,.r 5.r,,irll
naked but spiritr.re I d,.).s, or cre.rte<i , n Go.jt:; i!lr-<.tr.. cr.!:.
dc,'o i n i o.i .ver, 'Lire :a;'lh rrust 5c ;jL:it I El, humcnc .li i i, i nq.
Soine hut'tttts ere i-,,:r.ii:i.ied with e lreat expior.:,tc-,i'1 ,,rg,,.. ..r,,d
othcns me .j. bl strblinrted gneat :r;rit: lrun.-.rrs, b,,i th,.ls" .:r""
brnely sul iic,tni r,t:eson-^,

Vulture: aS J !!fr{'i!: .if-i eSSi:n"ria!lv u, r,,rnes>-tVF,e birdS,
tho',rgir cttt. the, ij.rr.'it:;j ''1l ltr;;-,:. hi:g u' . suc,:erssf u I i y t;.icf :r:.i
to lir,rng wit.ii nll, l-i.rt:ir liviti.; -.gr.r, js ri ,sJiii-le.rr ir,q ilnrl



' I l'-!h, t.' IrrLr , r.-;tr|,: .:
.rf ils ll, r:ire.- tl'{r \t:r:lij! jrl i:ile in r.r.; :o tirt- iJi'mei., a}nd tltit\
irat,r'i;t-en oi;..ir1,6'1'1i1 i signiIii'lrt,,: in t-he spirituc! fant,ts!cs
o1:'tl.--velopiriS m.ri1 i{',9, ilre.rrrcirrrt Pharoahs, tlrt mo,lertr AFricansl
!:econJly, thel dnc i)inds oi'r,(:n)r ir,r leproductiv.'nate onrl
thcnefon,: ot- consi.-:il:nabl.: aca,lemic intenest, Also in sevi:r'ar
;. ltrccs, f ive or sir spccics live togcthen .rnd tiris intenspecif ic

"soti1.r" is wel l-wot'th investigating.

So, t6s nr im.rt'r ,lucsr i (\ns ,inL :

"How do r u ltunei; I i ve .rnti i ntenactl "
"ll- thc.:v .rf'( \Jr:e lininci i,,rrr rni.-;ht we ccrisenve them?"

Wc, thi:ne{'.tt'r'', tr'.}ir1 f ir I tr.,n 1,,,a1'n9 r'lhe" i6ings) where the birds
m()vc- to .rirrl i.hyi i.irt:r': 1[r,-.. llne::.j, hox oFte-n thev blei:11, how
i,iii trr'.- tlrcy' rlrt'n i ire .. irree.l; ri-r.-r1,- tlreir imrn,;tune .rnd ad'-rlt
qrirvival naric,s irr'ar, ,rnd irh..tt ;rlr: rlre .JLtses cf rlortai it;.'. Thest:
ri..lr'sti,rns r:.rtr L--cst. if :roi::trir., irc-,lnswtlrcd by ninging tlre
biris. in .rd.lition, tire iifr:-slyie o1' :nv ;tnimal is ;riwcys
gr'.:.rter- i r, -..r:r.l-,' tlrern i s the inrag i r.;at i,rrr of thc- reseancher, and
e.rclr spec!c,s [rolds m.;ny srri.prises In store for us. We should
thencFore at the outset of anl:, prc- ject involving the captune of
birds, indir.'idualiy indnk them so that .rftenwon.ls they c.:n be
recognised .rt .,r ilist.lnce. SecondlvT mohv species (inclucling
vultunes) iivl in such o w.tv that only qt'oup oi' wcrkers could
even begiil to copr: with ihc biolc,5r;,. I should be intenested
ro knoN how many manr/womon yL.nns Df neseanch have gone into the
rlrer.rt Tii, on rnto sc,lbirds, lt must be p-hcncme n.ri. And ane
h'e anv the bettc.r fon thosc')cans, on (:ny the rreaner'to
solr'.;t ion? Ci r:ourse not, nor dre we itn) the bt:tter f or truclear
f ission, ned-shift" supencorrduc:tir,'ity or Ccnconde, just lazier,
none knowl edg<:abl e snd nonc honrendcus. tl I thi s resedpch
gets done bec-ause c'f the eXplor.rtor)'urge, dynantisrn, imagination
entl intelligencc of ini{ivid,-ral peopie, and of course, reseanch
into avian biology (ca! | it bind-watching if you I ike) is as
n)uch on the'fnontiens of science'as is inventing the H-bomb.
!t h.:ppens to be not so ear.th-shattering,
'l-hus, we study bi rds because i.hat i s oun bent, end ring irrg i s
dn esscnt i al iool For getti ng centai n enswers. And two veny
impot'tont aw. nLrnessL-s emcnge from oun reseanch efforts, We

3.:t first-hond knor'ledge of our one-ness r"itlr not.une and the
be.rr.rty'.rnci rronder of Plane-t Eanth. Seconci l;;. we ane inspined
by i.hc 1'eeling that Albert Eirrsl-ein pu'l in these wonds: "Thc
Inconrpnehensibie thing about Gorl is that hi.'s con,prchensiblc".

Feinc .lloril:iecJ baboons, l{c irr'e rr-im.rriir 6nimals of vision lnd
trtrr,,'r. rl,dt r,e l-:.1!c, ther(rt:orei i!- pr,.-.sjbli.,. i,'lrandie thc
,tb ir, is c:i our iltlnest ccrmcs li:.. {lc .ts :i{r ,irJrf.t'r>(,, cthd I h:i,.:
"!'et to iies (! iJild-l*:ti--frc.n that ijidn't lta,'r,e I ,rf ,r L.ind irr t!-re
h.:n.1 . flri) h.rys i" r,i,iclr t,rch,>i<'cf us nrght trer.-,,r to atlr,.'
f ,--r rlc iir-sults ..,r i :rr:'r,'i, 5 i.1rr,' dr-,rr:ii:) rhr- wr fi6nd to the
bi r'.ls lelro ir', h.-1.:' rri',, tilrl ohn se.rret j.


