
A d isadv;rrrtagc oi tlre welk- in trap is ih.ri: bir'ds are {ed
x!lh grain during t.he tlaprping scason, and tliis might irrpt-ove
the surv i val dur i n9 the w i nter months, "

i\.isrrL ing Nlethod

Al I the trappecJ guinecfowl anci Swainson's Francol in wene
ringed with | | mm lncoloy rings. Duning laTl and 1972 .r few
'lrowncd Gu ineaf ow I were tnrrp;:ed on Su i l:e nbosnand Natune Rcserve,
ninge.l with an I lr5 rnn riuni ilriurr ring ond rn.rrke cj r,;ith a P,V.C.
neini'orced backtog (l-abi;k-v.rrril fv'!cnn, l9b:i). A g'rineafowl nrngerj
on 2.ln.j Nuvember, l,97 1, ,i+-h an .rlurr it:ium rirrg an,j nianLerJ with e
vhite bac[.tag wds recaptursi.l cn f5th lul;" 1973, The ning wos losi"
but the backttiq pos still on th<. bird. This si--ows that alunrinium , I

r irrgs ma,"- eos i ly be I ost on Eu ine.,f owl and othon g.rmeb irds and thot ' I
in futune only Incolcy rings shoulC be used, 
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In neply to the ch.-rllenge in SAFRING 1(ll:17 we h.rve very little
to l,-rag alrout the knowledge of oun visiting wodcls. There are only
txo uodcrs, th.: Little Sbini Calidris minuto ond the Curl.:r Sandpipel
Cr: I i-!ij: i s J-grgggeg, rrher,, thE-iiiTf-.:'fETiJs i'eason.rbl y ue | |

,:strb! i::hr:il.

Li fjL"-.l*-!r.|. lhe si:.crling rori.. of lliLirllc*i:--s {t,l5t) shored
thrt tfre Lil:rle Stirrt moulr: tireir'g.rnimalics i.rrv,,r'.tn th.-. j'irst urek
in \orein!,',:r and ti,r s,..c1nJ *e.:k i1 Ap.ril, T1.,., ir,:i ir irjl;al nc,ult,
Lor,,:,vt:r., i:: mcst iikcly tn be o{ shor'frr ij';5'.rli6n. Li1-t.i. S',-inf-"
!r:rvc tl'e rlar.e tcrerrls thc enti oi Apri i t-cr' thei" [rrc"ciirrc; cr'our',is.

l:.:Li,, "lll...lll, 
ihe Cr-rric,. ,S;;i,.ii-'ipcn is 1:lre nrrgt lhu:,rl';rt

ir..'1.:r'in oUr <ri'€i, irirsi-r'e.rr ilui'iew Sar,.jri1.xns'tii1 ic-ir c"'cr*uitrte
.rt irr:rrlr:b.r.rtt, :t;:rt. a p,trti:! prirniliv ftiotli-l att"; tirrre 1-t't;n le',r't.,r';. a
ill-r, ,: r.i :rls'r cf tnern st.rrt trr:';nt',:n Jrnc t; Inid*Air..Ju5;t. filis ;;,,1'rIi 

-l
rii'r:.i conmoniv ilvolvr:,-i tire cut,rt' thnee, irl),.ri' o.' 1i,.r, l::'itrt,.i' -. 

I
;1 ll trrr: {'rrst:}'ecr LirtJs u:rder",rc rh!:r ir.)ui: irr.ih;j:iJ.fr.r'.ri.i ii,,-:' ,1.,']

ri:ri.'r 1'nLtlt re|)or-i5 ri' ;lrtt i\i,t:".1il i:ir,l:. 1"i,,:', ;:!sr, r.;-rl.t.-t. Li't',;
ir,:i. r'rrrr::;t- s3clnij;iri,'l ;rs i^cli -::: thr: .ici-anJ.ri-r ,;;r.t,111.5. -i-l-; is
'r,,iili;;r.l aj tlre !fi'll1!j,r,'i:,:. -iir'' jl ii": :!:, i",;1;',,,3a:. ll.,',-i,,', .r:,,-i
.r.iti-lrils t+ ihi: si.r',,i :.,tiii i,ir
rri;:i'tri tl-,:rt ol tir'.,,;,rit.; ii:j,:: i.ti,



()
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ln,\trgu:,i ar;cl $cp'1",irt'r'cbor.tt: tin p(:rLr(rrt ui ihe bllrls sl.rr'.t:r1';
their secl'ncl r:,rr oi !ife huve twc i:eilt.f'e:: of E;'Inrrry mrr.rlt. these.
.rre b;rds ehich irer'e rrr:* [ inished r.eplecring tlre ou1;er frathers but
hove storted to dr'ogr tl;l iirncn ones llre.iJr (Fig !tr). iietnaps havt
slrown tfrat llrc rnouit dc.cs not stop.rt the pre:r'ious st.rrt;ng point
and .lt this stoge the fainly good outen pnimaries arc' dropped as we! 1.

Thc adults arrive at Langebaan fnom the last doys oF August
anci <:.rr-ly Scpcembe n onwords, We have r)o e\i idencc of hirils .;rnivinq
'^ith t.hein crimanies .rine.:dy irt moult, but moult seens io start
soon ni:tcnkardsr Drrning the eanly stoge up tc I f e.rthens nr.r) hc
enc,crrntered in actual gnowth, t'ut thnee is the mrlre usual numbcn,
(t-i9, lc). Moult slows down as it pnoceeds to*::nds the tip of'the,
r^ing, B-v plotting bhe medion moult scot'es we ar!-ive at about liC
days needecj to replace the nemiges, The condition oF the outen
prirnaries may'be used es an ageing guide .rften tlre ennivol of'the
adrrlt bir"ds, .rnd this is esi)ecially, useful when both age grou[)s .ni'
neaning completion of rnoult. Tlre adult binds will have cld or"rten
nrimaries,

During the fol I of the outermost feathers, cnd when the pnimani.-s
df{r co,nplef,elt replaced, the conditions of the secondaries may F:e oF
use as an (rgeing facton. The adult wi ll lrave the old ser:onJanics
and tire second yean bircls ne*er feothers, (Fig lb & lc), The finst
year'binds ane easilv recogniscd as they r,ill not be in moult.

Between l'1ay oncl August lq73/74 oun wintcr cotches inclucied
about 4..:" of Curlew Sorrdpipens staying behind for a secorrd timc--,
These binds howeven go into our rvinten with a new wing anci thene is
no evidence of any moult taking place during wintc:n months,

Telel: Sandrriper. Tirere ane indications that the nroult ci.cle
fol lous closely to the one laid down fon the Curlcw Sandpipen,

Knot, With mone than 1000 indiviciual scor.rs;rt hand lte dr.e
.stiil-i6T oble to unrJerstand the se'guence cf nroirlt proceodings,
Stumbl ing blccks are the conreut .g()ing plus the i-.r.:t tltat aduit
I nots see m to over'-wir.rts:n t,t a qr.e:lten e:tent thi:n rl-re oclult
smol len rarie es i1o. F inci ll tite r..: is : possi! i i ir-.;, t-lrat wc l.-r c trr
dt:.rl *ith t;rone tlrort c:-rr, !rof.uiltion r:r r'vcir subsp--cics, -io g,ve
:r.'n:t: i.lco of th., iiif icultii,s encoi:nter,,.ri, in .Juiv r,- f incl bii'.ls i,t
the fo!loring s-i;ges o!' nroult:-

Cld fe.rthens uit[, r:r- t. it:hcui- brcerring ;iuinage,
Arrl'atouit scot.e up Lrr ie\ rith or \irhogt b;-t:eiling l'tLJm.)93iTile actir,.+: nir-'.rit ,rr"r', irrvoi",g .,s mucl-i a:. 5 rrrcc,.',:dinc 1'!.iii,ens

.:t o t i,rlc.
Ii'r mr;rilt ,::,:.rr'nes c:: .:i tirre"
Ar';.cs.tr:il rioult in tiit itilrer- or'-clrc outr,'r fc.rt!it-n: o1'1.h., rinr,
Iirclc n:,iy ':e as rn.tn;. (ls tlrr.ci .rerler.la iotrs r;{' t'e.rf ire.,.s,
,\ rr.ni,.:,rl morrlt nii,11. l,e:^ Fl -.1-.u,'inf_., [-j ner, l.]. J, ;

urlrring, l',^, i, s qr!ci, ir!), liJ ner..
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There is still much to be found out about the moult of
Polaearctic wadens, We may need quite a few seasons to sont it
al I out,

Ref erence. f"l i dd lem i ss E. ( | 96 | )

Biological aspects of Cal idris minuta whi le
wi nteni ns in. South-west Cape.
0str ich 32( 3J : 107-l 2l

Fig I

N1OULT AS A GUIDE TO AGEING CURLEW SANDPIPERS

lrlj Active w New f:] ord
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