
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Sir,
Since severrl ye:ns I stuJy thu occurrence of exte.ndl

tumo!rs in rilJ blrds. ln th.s. thc Chr{'1 inch Frinqill.l
coclt,bs oroill.rr ,, r q t-1,[( ttjnouI rhich occurs on thc lca.,
ffi]-.p,. rl rr,.,it t'r. L,st !{'nr re have detcctcd in this
t!o()ur.,r lru- rhlth Ls r.,lrrtJ 1o th( rirus causirrs thc hunln
\nr.t. n(.\.\.,. tl. al,oifrn.h rr|Lrs is not to trrnsmit to iidn.
f-r,',r thc i..,rit oi_ tli. prob.,bl) \ r.rl n..thiology of this turour
t (,.ulJ Lr, i,,t!r..stin! ho! this fti'iour o..:urs th.oughout thr

,..!n:r\ (.1' t he Jh.rl l inch. Th.:B,lo.e I h.'\, Jistribut.-d .rn in-
,;Lrrr'; l,'rrn iF l0 lin9u.,9cs to Dx)sl oj th( Eufop\:rn bifJ rinq()fs
rirll lruustions .oncerni,is thc Clrnll ir). 1, i'.rpillom;. Th.' [nirlislr
v,,, s,or) of the fonn is enclosco n.,'.,

Accordine to sonc lit.r.rtur'! th,' ihrtl ,,r. h \.rs intlo,lu!,(!d
ir N.\" Zcrlrnd rnJ South Af i(.r, ln th, l.tt,'r ii ,rpp..rfs
to br conl-ined to th. vicinit).of C.rpc T,,rr, fr,:ruse thesc
tNo po!,uldtions d.e stri.tl) isol,rtLLl lIon tri, Eu.,,p.tn Clr.rfl-
in.l, p('f,ul.itions I like to Lnow rhethcr this \ irus o, tuno!r'
,,ecrl.s in South Afric., rnd Ncr Zc,rlrnd tc,o. t hds b..'n nss-
urnrJ tl,.rt onlr herlthv Ch.rllirtilrL,s !cra, intr'..J!.,,.1. I'ly in\, s!:-
i,r.rtiur iri \,tr l.dl.,.J h.,s rr''rrlr,,l th.t u,, | ,.in Ll,,r 11rdi.!,'
J(,, s ,rfi .,.. u r, 11, s !.,Lr,t' \. ll,'r"r, r' | :L tl, f.,,.)( 

'.lLL 
r 1,, ,'

tl,rs r)1,{,,!,,tr,ir,,, f1,jr bi) .rrrts |r So'rth Alfi(.) i.),,. | .lo
nor kio\ ,,rltIir:r .ri)o!t tl,c Clr.rl Irrrrh.- in S!,uth .\lticr .rn.l
1',,s"rblr ' ,r \'<r, .t !! n. st,rne ill,'r'n !r i('n .b.rt ii, I h,1', ;,rrr
. .rrr 9 ir', ',. .n I l,! 

^. 
\t .t,i. Jl i o',r:

1, ll,'r, r: ih. !-.,!i: JistIihutior, .,i tl,. al'.'fr inch irr i.{.i
l. Wh.rt r= th. , rl:',.,t, J ,ru,rl,t t ol ilr.rl l'in, hes in th. Sout.h

Al 1i, ,, , i..,i.u i .i ioni
.1, lrr rl,i, h r,,rr i:1,,: .lh.r'fin(:h \.rs if|,Lrdoc.d,
:1, ll i.hr il,nlr'in.h. s h.v. b.Jr'n rinqr,l, hor manyl

P,,sslbl; ''ou L,r,r '.l.r'to som(, lrt.rntur..

Iur.then i r,.ul(l ,i.( :ou il r','u ].,,r !riv.- re thc .)ddrcss(s
of thc South Ar.icn,, l)irJ finscfs. Th!n I c.n send thc'n th(
in.lui11 ro,r- -- | iJ ,- r Fu,,t'.., I In9 .",

ln the nc.r 1'uturc I rill senJ iou sonrc of ny publi..rtions
.rbout these b i rd tumours.

I hope thot you can hr:lp mc rith nry ;nvcstis.rtion,

Sinco.c lr rours.
P.H,C.Lino,
Ring in9 st.t i on Meyendel,
Ffnns H.r i skdde -lb,
R IJSWI.IK Z. H.
nol land,

( ln the nbsence of lurthcf lcttcfs to the Editor, wc includc
tro lettens rcport;n9 necovcrics, Any ninser knows thc extcnt
to which we depcnd on support lrom thc public, Thcs.: t',vo
letters .rre both excellent .nd demonstrdte both cnthusiasm dnd
d high information content' for rhich re arc most sroteful-Ed.)



I hereby give you d piece of information that on 24th
April l9r-3 at .lround .lp.m. E.Africa st.rndard time I pickcd
up a bird !ith the l.bcl as indicated above, in a suamp of
nuJ,rl .' nl.'c(.,lr"s l\rrrhi In Suirrb.r rr l.rkc r4obutu (Lnk.
41b..") In h.st.r' FLn!, ro Drst. (Ue, nda)

Fricf colour of the bi.d,
Bc.rL bl.r(l ond o bit yellot"ish with block cyes. l,/hite

neck fc.rth(:ns I'ith vcry tiny fc.thers on its heod, the b.rck
fe.thcrs k.rc ol blnck dnd yello'.'ish, the tail ros bldcI with
rhito fcathcrs .rt thc obdomcn, it had tall thin lees rhich r,enc
yellowish bro!n with bldck cl..rws. lt weished npproximotcly
less th.n -;Osm. The lluninium platc lrbel ring wos on its rieht
l"s'

I st.rycd iith the bird for 3 (thrcc) doys in vain of
findins its food so I releasc<l it.nd it di..!ctcd north of
But i.rbo. Thc other reoson of reledso N.rs I thought you had
disp.rt.hed thc bird to study hor f.r thnt tyrr(: ol'bird c.rn
Fly in seani:h of its lood and pefh.rps to und.fst.rnJ L"hdt typc
01 !crth.,n thoy follor, w;th th,rt it is ho\r rniny sedson in
my rr I dcc rnd pc.rh.rps t ith th.n (h.'t I h.rv.. s.r id.

shou | .l i nd; -I hereby .rsl you in reply of ny l( ttcr !ou
..t!, to m. \rh$. dn(l !h.n \r.s thc bintl |clcrsrrl
I (1i(l h.rJ to r,c.l,:.rsc it. I hope to hc , f rorr
soon .rnr{ | h('1,( Nj inlormdtion N;ll hclp you,

Rinqinq Jetr i ls
Rul | !.l:.r_lgl:-.lu: sr:ru:rl

F i'rrl inq det.r i I s
C.r u9lrt rnrl r'L,lr,,sr,1

\'ou rs s incc re ly,
lohn Kid-Kisembo,
K,,B.r ib.rnd,r But i.rb.r,
P.0. Rut ;.,h{,,
[1AS IND | , Ugonda

A.l. n.r | . ;,!).:l F,rfb.,r'sp.rn Nnt,Jles,
Iv.Tr.,n.r.r.rl.
-.11,, Li S- .15.-i(, E

:.1..1 , i.l Fu1 i .,b.,. litr.,riJ.,,
t,l,) \, I l. t,) !

Si, ,/ \l.r,l.d,
irr.f.r I rj(rs in ilr, h.|i, .,t lL.s r:.
llsu.rllr ,'n .: -rr,,.i.r. iornirrq rr .to ,lorn ro ,ir.r:s! l'.rrL

.ir.r',. rr. hrr..'ol Su.,l.r. srho,'l .,nJ,'r)\'n.,ir (lru,rh rrr'otine,
Fll (,f tlrls SLrrJa: l,l,il I l,,i(l r bit ol thfout .oublc so
by tr,,t , ".rs still i r b,:d rh, n som( ,,1 o!f ;hi rlrt-n come in
tl,r li1-ci,cn (ith . \1 .r\ th.1 sonc lirtle bjrJs is l\nn$ins
l|od n t..e tn sonob,'ris's baeL r.rr,l in( \t slfcet). So I
Io()l( \t thr('uql, our i,e,lrooD rin.lor an.l Isor..,.l rh.-rc N.rs t!o
liti l. lll(]$i{'r lldn!rnq on .otton thre .J l_rom tliis trec rnd
\rh.n I sdk this | .jumpcd frou rny be.1 .rnd dy trouscfs dr\(i shoestnrs I Jurnpco r rori my ocd !'nd dy rrouscfs dr\(i sho
!ns ()n In no tim-a. | 1".rs.n thc pcoFle's rool- in l minutcs
f1.1 , !;th nothins to Iold onto.nd J \tfone South tnst.r
ja



blowing, the two I ittle Mossies hanging above my head about
12 feet (? metres). "Brins me ny fishine line." Then I

tied a stone on the end and started swinsing then I bfousht
the cotton down breaking it dway as it was suspended from tree
to electric post. Sut still the binds was swinsins f.om the
tree. "Go ond fetch me the crow bar," but it les to short
when they tried to hand it from the ground. So I told them
to fetch the stick on our weshins line dnd I joincd the two
tosether. 0ffcounse '"ith that also i could not do a thing so
I tied a piece of gut o. the end and tied a stone on the e'rd
end st.rted siingins rt dbove thc brrds. With that I managed
to h.eak the ttrrrad and so brought rhem down kith the stfeets
childnen shoutins with joy and cnllins ne David (with i-he slin$,
Then I cl ;mbed down and las h.nded the bifds 1 dead end one
alive, The dead one !ds iound with thread round the wins and
lcas, the live one was causht with thread through the slit in
the rins and also oven the wins and round the bodv. (i,e.
caught bv rins). I took then both home and buried the dead
one after takins off your rins and let the livc onc Ioose fi.st
inside our house to see if it could fly. So my son causht it
and let it fly aray with a Chirp-Chirp as if to s.ry, "Ta and

So here lenclose your rins also advise you to see if you
cdn close it so th.t not even cotton thnead can 9o thnoush,

lve .just set loose a dove which lpicked up in the street
with both less brocken, I kept it and fed it till it las .ll
right to e.:t by itself and fly aray. God blcss you,

I remd in your serv.rnt,
Johnn ie C loete,
30 Huso-N a udc Street,
c.A,F,D.A, Vi||dee,
Ret neet, C.rpc,

BIRD R ING ING MANUA L

The Witlatersrand Bird Club stiil has a 1'ew
copies of the Find Ringins l,1.nusl avail.rble
at R2.00 per copy including postase, Every
active rinser and trdinee rinser should be in
possession of a copy of this nell !ritten .ind
comprehensive manual. Copies available from:

l'1r..1. Ledsef ,
P,0. 80x 103!,
JOHANNESBIIRG
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