IDENTIFYING, AGEING & SEXING THE RED RISHOP & THE CAPE WIDOW

By Guokf Wilson,
5 Brentwood,
Blaauwbery Rd.,
TABLE VIEW, Cupe.

In areas wlerve the Red Bishop Euplectes orjix and the
vape Widow Coliuspasser capensis are lound together, the
corevect dbdentilicat ion of Temales and non-breedingmales may

prove Jiflficult, Most Red Rishop males do not breed until
they are two years old and thus do not ussume full breeding
plumaae in theie First vear, The following hints shoild

hedp any einger to correct by ideptity, Lge and sex both
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Rirds do occur with intermediate wing measurements and
these cannot usually be sexed with any certainty.
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Cape Widow Coliuspasser capensis

Adult male in breeding plumage : unmistakeable.

Adult male in eclipse plumage : wing length from
80 - 85mm is longer than for the Red Bishops, birds retain
some yellow feathers on shoulder and rump.

Female : has shorter wing length than males, usually
Trom 73 = 75mm, but wing is longer than Red Rishop females.
Sometimes has yellowish feathers on shoulder which the Red
Bishop never does, Culmen is larger and morc heavily
built than in the Red Bishop (5 17.5 - 19mm, « 10.5mm per
Roberts),

The above information applies to birds in the Cape Pen-
insula, | have no information on birds in other parts of
their range.




