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Th€ t.st Africdn Rinqinq SL 11(nre, run b-v the E.st Afnicr Natural
Hjstor) So.iet,v, stnnted in t)ri .rrd.ovcrs rinsins in Kenyo, llganda and
Trn:anla, Since thc besinnirs rc.,r' . 100 OCO birrls h.rve been ninsed. All
brt onc of the rineeIs n.c c,\p.rti i.itc anrl am.rtcur; lro' tinic to time
p'rolession.rl ornithologists tnl! ,,.1\rnt.9. of th€ s.hon(, nnd.ins bl.ds
l'or r litriitcd period. liinss, rl, , h rre o,ade in Glcrt Frit.in .nd Slcden,
arc supplirtJ to rinlrers .i .L,st; tf,.. L'r.ocessirg of rc.covcries is paid fon
br the Societ., \t Ff€sr.t ,.i,i(rs.,re rrailablc f.on:,3.rtr. to ll,0 mn.
inter^.,1 ,linneter .,nJ .rll 1,..r' tl,r lcacnd "SenJ rluseunr \.rirobi",

lii'r,1er's frll into tro brsie !.oups: thosc intefestc(l prinrril! ;n
l.,l.,c.rleti. rrigronts anJ those nolc intereste.l in tthiopi.tn species. I rill
Jrnl \itl\ thesc tro gfoups sep.)f.rtel!, Thc Inrse nurnbeI of Prlde.rctic
species rhich p.ss throLrsh, or !tinter in East Africa posc ndny Fascinating
problems r,hich c.rn be solved ost ensily by rinsins. Bcfore the scheme
stnfteJ t|e exrct orisin oF Dost northern migr.nts to trst Afr co rrs un-
knorn. Nor, !ith over {:iFty recoveries in the Pdldednctic, we have some
ide,i l'o. some spccies. Most o1' the nccovcnies n.e F.on thc U.S,S.R,-l-
f.,f .rs l.laol , ), but thefe ..e soiic too lrom the lLliddlc EJst, edste.n
turope ,rnd onc from Vest Genmanv. ln theorr it sholrld be more profitable
to t ing birrls in Afric.r fon recoveries in Euf.sid thdn thc converse - this
is bcc.t(s! Eurasia is mo.c dcnscl\ populdted thdn Afficr .nd becduse ltt-
d.rcr is his|cr. The theorr is good in prdctice for some species, but not
for dthr, s: one tittle Rinoed Plovcr Charadrius dubius ras recovered o^for dthr, s: one tittle Ringed Plover C

ih, Fl.,,l :(r 'orsr "r,cn oni, s"!en h.,;th. Fln!l Scr .oast whcn onlr scven hrd been rrnqeJ; n Hous. \l.r.tin Dclichd
!l!ti!:rruut ot l\ rinecJr to liussio; . Redst.rt (out of ljtr ringed)E
lrrn. Aq.rinst these.'ncorfnsiirg fi(lures should be set the 5 000 Little
Stints ailidris riinut.r !hich h.rve \ ielde.l not .r sinstle rccovery outside
t.st Alric.r. llost P.lienrctic-o.i.nt.ted rinsers tesnfJ
brnqr ncd l'o. extr.rs. Th€, n,rirr r.(.,sons for the fin!i119,ire l-or st!.lyin9
!ei!rht <:hnn.les.ssocidte.l r th n,iqration, no!lt, fecufr,.ncc in later sersons
''.1 tL'e lis .ibu' io,, o' .li., i.s.

It is ollays a disappointment to me thnt no tost Africon-rinsed bird
hds bccn rccove.ed or controllcd south of political Edst Africr, !an)
birds ringed he.e dre definite l-v on southward pnssdse .nd hust sinter in
:Jmbid, ltldl.rri on southern Africo. I suppose the lack of recoveries mercly
reflects the v.stness of Afric.r .rnd the sparseness of the human populdtion.
I thinl .lso th.t there can bc very l;ttle rinsing <lone in Zambia. ltlalo*i,
rlocnnbique, Rhodesia, Sots!.rnd or the northern Transvo.tl. 0ther!;se, surely
son.thins rinsed in Erst Af.icn rould hrve turned up by no!:

Thc "nunber one" P.l.cdrctic species rinscd hefe is the Ycllor \lastail
Motncill.r rlavr (over 30 000). 0ther n;sr.nts hdve bcon rinsed in much
snaller rrunrbels blt, nevertheless, sevenal stdnd .rt over one thousand,
Waders woLrlrl seenr to offer thc bcst bet l'or controls {urther south but good
nunhers of p.,ssrge rrnblers hrvc becn ninged n Kcnrn too, some of which
sho'rld rcdch southern Africa, 0nly one ringer in Eust Africr has ever
rorked o S*ollor Hirundo .!sticd foost ( in southern ftnznnidl - in strons
.ont.nst to the siturtion in South Africo, Hosevcf !ith onl> 6 000 rinsed
Le hnve hdd ll recoveries of this species in the P.ildedrctic so far. There
.r.e no ot-f ici.rl rinsins stdtions in East Afnicn but several pl.ces ((somc
in \rtionnl Pdrks) dre *orled regularl! thnoughout the ye.r. The ldck of
perDdnent strtions means thdt tr.rps crnnot be ;nstalled dnd the tiny numbers
of ducLs rinqed dre a fesult ol this restriction.



Tl.. .irjins of Ethiop;.rn sDo.i.s is .h,ne rnostly h\ fro|lf stuJ\ inq
:h. hi,Js of .r !'.fticul.r dr(ini (l.tn on nofulntionr s.nson.,l v.' intion
;. nun,ttc.s, se\ rntios, iciqht l-l(etunt;ons, do,rlt .n(l lo,r!cvit\ nrc
collcrtcJ. duite oftcn, speci.s utrrecorJc,l for the .rr'.r lor c\en lor thc
(ouotr\l ira c,'u9ht (,urin9 ringin.l oFcr,rtio^s. tthiopi.rn spe.ics h.rv.,
so fl, 9ir'en ver) poor pccovcrr' liqrres r(.\.(rrt For \luel): thc -! !r00
oJJ liuf i' fhilonrnchus p.914=111 ri,raeJ hrre rit lJlJ sc\cn ,'e.o\r'.;.s in
th.- pnlrenr.t;c rrlus onc in lcn\,r; thc I t\0t Fulbuls fr.ro'rotr!s
brrbrtus r.inse.l hnv. siven no r(co\c.ies, .h.(he.c.

.\s I sni.l nt th( besinnin{, rll but onr I.,st ll'ric.rn i.in.rcr rs nn
L.\p,rtfi.rtr, ,r.,1 ther.e .!r.e onl\ .,hout l; of us,listr;but(.(l thfoushout
thc thrcc countrics ( in l.er lr'9rl tlrnn SoLrl h Al'ri.. .,nJ lihodLsi.
conbinerl). \er ringrrs s.cfl to nr|.;vo n(rr. o' l.ss ns othcfs ledv<:
blt hor lonq this t.nuous situntion .nn l.st is .rnyborir's gucss.
Ittrnpts to put rirsine ofl ici.rt lor cvcn sovcrnmcntdl) lcvcl
h,rrc, so far, Liecn unsuccessl'ul . lvhi le n 9.(.rt .lenl of .,ttent ion is
paiJ to riltllile in f.st Africn l)) Govcrnncrt dcFrrtmcnts, thc Nrtion.l
fnrls. univ.,fsitics nnd Unit.J \ntions .rseneies, birds Jfc sndr\


