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out a partial morlt the following January.

The song is a variable very high-pitched pen-
etratingwhistle with tuires reminiscent ofthe
Blackcapped Tchagra- Citils are generally
seen in Malawi in pain or small family par-
ties, but larger flocks gather at food sources,
and up to 20 havebeen netted simultaneously.

M en su ral d ata (min-mean-max):
Wing: 60-62-67 mm; Culmen: 9,5-l 1, 1-12,5;
Tarsus: I 1,5-14,5-16; Tall: 3'l 47 -56; Mass:
t0,6-t3,3-t6,2 g.

SEXING
Tail length of outer retrices

Female: 75 mm- 104 mm.
lv{ale: 95 mm- 150 mm.
Drc to nroult this will only apply after aniral
on old feather and before departure when nerr
outer rectrices are fully developed.

Tail markings
White patch length on underside of outer
retrices.
Female: 12 mm - 25 mm, tends to be

shorter and broader.
Male: 28 mm - 45 mn\ tends to be elon-

gatedand thinner.
Feather needs to be approximately 60yo
developed to show full length of patch.

Belly colouration
Female: white to cream.
Male: oftendarkerwithrustrcoloured

colouration.
NB. This method cannotbe used in isolation
as rnany males do not have a darker belly.

Breeding ukes place nuinly from December to AuguS. Prodrcts ofa September brceding carry
March. I also have one record from May and
t$o frorn Sepunber. Several females with u,ell-
developedbrood patches appearod tobe inpar-
tial jwenile plumage with yellow and swollen
gapes, amarentlybreedingin theirfintyear. Orrc
cagured male (sex confirnrcd by dlssction) haA
a very well{evelopod active brmd patch zug-
gestingthatboth sexes inolbate- a traitknown
in at last one other Serine, S. albogalaris.

Moult with exception of the partial moult of
jweniles, takes place from September to De-
cember, exceptionally continuing into January.
It proceeds in the usual passerine order, with

AGEING AND SEXING OF EUROPEAN
SWALLOW HIRUNDO RUSTICA

William Scott
P O Box 2680, Potchefstrcom 2520

The following guidelines for attempting to
age and sex European (Barn) Swallows
Hirundo rustica were supplied by Profes-
sor Anders Msller and I trust this informa-
tion will encourage ringers to record more
details on Schedule I forms. Please note that
the sexing criteria apply only to adult birds.
Other constraints are listed with the relevant
criteria.

AGEING
Colouration of back and top of head

Adult: bluelblack
Juvenile: dullbroun.

Forehead and chin badge
Adult: chestnut as per field guides.
Juvenile: white to dirty white, gets

darker towardsend of summer
asbird matures.
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