
REPORT

ANNUAL REPORT ON THE
I99I_I992 RINGING YEAR

T B Oatley

This repon marls the allarnment of a

long sought-after goal - the publication
of achievements and results of a year of
ringing within six months of the ringing
year's end. And what a year it has
been. In addilion to a notable increase
in the numbers of birds ringed there
have also been sLrbstantial nurnbers of
new lrainees achier ine A lrerrnit
status. This bodes well for the future

The expansion of ringing activilies to
new siles and new dislncts has the
potential to increase detection of
movemenls of non migrant species as

well as itinerant migrants. We should
not be surprised at the back and forth
wanderings that retrapping reveals since
birds are. after all, rivailed only by bats
in their ease of mobility. However,
real records indicating the extent and
frequency of local movemen{s are
infinitely better than mere supposition
and are of immense value rn
understanding the ecology of the species
concerned. New ringers should thus
seek to sel up new ringing siles as far as
logislically convenient from existing
ringing venues so that an effective
netrvork of ringing stations is created.
This rvill increase the chances of
tangible shorl term results, whilst the
overall increase in ringing effort will
contribule to increased numbers of ring
recoveries in the long term.

TABLE I

BREAKDOWN OF RINGING EFFORT BY RINGER TOTALS

GROUP RINGERS TOTALS

LOWEST HICHEST

GROU P

TOTAL

PERCENTACE OF

A NNUAL TOTAL

CUMULATlVE TOTALS

PERCENTACE I RINGERS

B

C
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E

F

G

H

I 121
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209

l3l
'73

26

t3

I

8 355

r 083

394

208

130

1l
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9

3,1 512

8 663
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2 | t'l

I 346
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7.0

4.2

2.6

1,0
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0,1

6',7 ,6
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99 _9
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TABLE 2

COMPARISON OF REGIONAL RINGING EFFORT IN THE I99I _ I992 RINGING YEAR

RECION NUMBER OF RINGhRS
RETLJRNINC SCHhDLJt.ES

NUMBER OF
SPECIES RINC;BD

NUMBER OF
BIRDS RINCED

PERCENTAGE OF
ANNUAL TOTAL

TRANSVAAL

CAPE

ZIMBABWE

NATAL

MALAWI

NAMIBIA

ORANGE.FREE STATE

BOTSWANA

SOUTHERN OCEAN

MAURITIUS

30

3l

6

5

'/

8

I

4

t

295

180

r83

l6{)

l5l

96

94

75

7

6

20 052

t] 945

3 628

2 8ll
| 781

1368

| 192

I 020

959

299

39,3

35.1

'7,l

3,5

2,'7

)7

2,0

t,9

0,6

TOTALS 102 481 51 055 r00,0



TABLE 3

TOP 20 AMATEUR RINGERS OR RINGING GROUPS
IN THE I99I_ I992 RINGING YEAR

RINGERS RECION NO. OF BIRDS

RINGED

TED ROBSON

GEORGE UNDERHILL

FRANK DOUWES

DAVE & SALLY JOHNSON

WILLIA]Vl SCOTT

DALE HANN,IER

TONY TREE

MEDLAND & MALLALIEU

KOBIE RAIJMAKERS

SHONIE RAIJN,IAKERS

MARC HERREMANS

JOHN & DAVE DALZIEL

PHOEBE BARNARD

MIKE & LIZ FRASER

SAM DE BEER

JOHN BUNNING

DAWIE DE SWARDT

PAUL MARTIN

DARRYL DEETLEFS

GUY BRADLEY

Transvaal

Soulhrvestern Cape

Transvaal

Natal

Transvaal

Zinbabwe

Zinrbabwe & E Cape

Malaw i

Trensvaal

Transvaal

Botswana

Zinbabrve

Nan ibia

Southweslern Cape

Transvaal

Transvaal

O. F. S. & Transvaal

Easlern Cape

Transvaal

Transvaal

8 355

4 29'l

3 501

2 239

1883

1353

1289

| 2',7 |

I 121

1083

r 020

1'/0

'724

111

660

642

613

541

425

123

63



TABLE 4

TWENTY MOST RINGED LAND BIRDS FOR THE PERIOD
JULY I991-JUNE I992

t99t -92
RANK

SPECIES 1990,9r
RANK

NO. OF
RINCERS

MAXIMUM
ON ONE

RNGRS NO.

TOTAL

I

2

3

1

5

6

7

8

9

i0

ll
t2

l3

t4

l5

l6

I7

l8

l9

20

EUROPEAN SWALLOW

CAPE WHITE-EYE

MASKED WEAVER

RED BISHOP

CAPE WEAVER

BLUE WAXBILL

MALACHITE SUNBIRD

BLACKEYED BULBUL

CAPE SUGARBIRD

CAPE SPARROW

CURLEW SANDPIPER

LAUGHING DOVE

BRONZE MANNIKIN

CAPE BU LBUL

YELLOW WACTAIL

BLACK SUNBIRD

AFR. MARSH WARBLER

CO]\{]UON WAXBILL

REDEYED BULBU L

RUFF

3

2

I

5

4

l'l

l0

l3

6

8

,7

9

t9

t6

35

3'.l

t6

l9

l4

2'l

6

9

30

l4

3

I

l8

l8

t'7

t5

5

8 161

785

320

264

'786

243

313

128

328

12I

252

139

178

385

3'.72

99

t52

139

't5

301

11548

I 981

I 851

| 052

910

693

624

60'1

561

493

176

163

443

409

3'72

356

354

349

339

3t'7

64



RINGING EFFORT

By the end of October 1992, 102
ringers had submitted schedules for the
l99I - 1992 ringing year and the total
of birds ringed during this period has
reached 5l 055. This is a substantial
improvemenr o\er lhe torals a.hieved in
recenl years.

Table I shows the distribulion of
ringing effort and follows the paltern of
recent years with one third of the
ringers accounting for 90% of the rings
used. Most professional and
institutional ringing falls into this top
third with Bruce Dyer and his team
from the Sea Fisheries Research
Institute banding 5 075 seabirds (rnostly
penguins and gannets) this year. a

substantial contribution.

Despite this and other seabird banding
totals the Cape Province has had to
relinquish its top .egional spot of the
last two years to the Transvaal (Table
7). Zimbabwe, which has been
climbing bacl up rhe ladder from its
eighth position four years ago has got
into the third spot.

It is good to see Botswana featuring
again after an absence of many years.
Regular readers may notice that 'sub
Antarctic' has been replaced by
'Southern Ocean': this is because
seabirds are now being ringed on the
Antarctic mainland as well as on the
sub-Antarctic Islands, and the new label
is all embracing.

TABLE 5

TOP TEN FREE FLYING RAPTORS CAUGHT IN 199I_1992 RINGING YEAR

SPECIES TOTAL
RINCED

NUMBER OF
RINCERS

RINGER WITH HICHEST
TOTAL OF THIS SPECIES

STEPPE BUZZARD

PALE C. COSHAWK

BLACK SH. KITE

ROCK KESTREL

JACKAL BUZZARD

DARK C. COSHAWK

GREATER KESTREL

MARTIAL EACLE

LANNER FALCON

LIZZARD BUZZARD

t25

63

30

28

28

2'7

22

2l

t'7

t'7

'7

8

r0

8

8

2

2

6

6

TED ROBSON ( lot)

JOHN MOORCROFT (21)

CUY BRADLEY ( 13)

DONALD FRASER (9)

MANFRED SCHMITT ( I2)

ALAN KEMP (19)

CUY BRADLEY (IO)

ALAN KEMP (20)

KOTIE HERHOLDT (IO)

BRUCE LESLIE (7)
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Ted Robson has ensured that the
number I position in Table 3 (and Table
5) is a hard act to follow and has maoe
a really spectacular contribution to thrs
year's totals with the swallow rinsinq
ihat he and his helpers r'ou" 

"u.ri.J 
Suti

It is good to see .. .er.I. new narnes in
the Top 20 ringers, and rhe fact thar
some of these, like Sarn de Beer. only
started ringing in the second half of the
year. makes their totals even morc
creditable. Wirh I I of these 20
achieving four-figure totals perhaps the
trme is not far off when this lable will
be filled with annLral tallies exceeoirrg
I 000 birds.

Table 4 lists rhe rnost ringed land birds
in 1991 1992 and reveals six specres
that were not in the previous season,s
Top 20. The European Swallow well
and truly dorrinates the rotals: in iacr
ntore \wallou i \ erc nngrd lhan the
lollou rne \p(cic: ui seahrrd. pur
together: Cape Ganner (5 412). African
Penguin (,1 791), Wanderine Albarross
(493), Kelp Gull (.115) an-d Northe.u
Giant Petrel (37:l). The appearance of
the BIue Waxbill in rhe lisi is largely
lhe resltlr of Nlarc Hcrrertrans eiforis rn
Botswana.

One of the most pleasing new names at
position l5 is the Yellow Wastail, a
palearctic migrant that has hitherio becn
reiatively seldorn ringed; Dave and
John Dalziel have in one seasorr
lncreased ihe previous grand total of
Yellow Waglatl\ rrnqro- in \outherrl
Afiica srn.e rhc inception of rhe ringirrg
scheme b) 270-o. Errdcnrly rhis is no
srmple ta5k aS Ihese bird\' roostin-e

habits are far less predictable than those
of lhe European Swallow.

Table 5 shows that success in the
capture of free-flying raptors was much
rnore evenly shared amongst the Bal
chatri enthusiasts in the course of this
rrngtng )ear. The numbers of raptors
caught rs down by some 23do on rhe
prevrou\ two -yedrs: i\ this perhap\
drouqhGrelated l

RECO\tsRIES

l-991 - 1992 was an above-average year
lor recoveries wirh 510 birds oi 99
species being reported; this includes
foreign-ringed birds which wcre
represented by 26 birds (5% of total) of
l0 species.

Notable amonpst the(e wa\ lhe firsl
recovery of a Cory's Shearwater
Calonectris diomedea inged 

^t Islas
Chafarinas. Melilla, Spain on 31.07.85
and fbund dead at Torra Bay in the
Skeleton Coast National Park.'Namibra
on 17.01.92. Also noteworthv was a
Czechoslovakian-ringed ' Wood
Sandpiper recovered at Chegutu.
Zimbabwe and a European Marsh
Wdrbler. rinped on passage at Ngulia.
Kenla tn De(ember lqql and
subsequently reponed from Malawi. A
newspaper there, dated 31.03.92,
featured an anicle about a man whose
hobbl.rs carchrng birds. $ho had caught
a Drro r{ tth a rrn8 on lts leP 'lasl
Ocrober". The arrrile also allegid rhar
the bird.was 'happily living on miller.'
uDvrousl). there were some
inaccuracies in this account!

The following distrnt recoveries and controls were reported:

Cape Gannet Morus cnpensis
9 80491 lNesrling)

Dead i93i33 RTl,li.'4',f;jRSi;o!,.."" 3mth 364rkm
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Southern Poch!rd Netle erythrophthalma
7 74609 (Juvenile fernale) 

-

26.06.89 Barberspan.Transvaal
Dead 18.02.92 Lake Naivasha, Kenya

One of two birds recovered this
Naivasha, both drowned in fishnets.

Knot Calidis conutus
4 19340 (lmmature)

0,1.03.71 Lansebaan.Cape
10.10.91 Schi-ermannikoog, Holland 223 rnths

Althorrch eannct recovcfles wefe frequenr from the
Culr olCuinea in rhe )0 s dnd b0,. ihis is lhe firsr
to be reported frolr West Africa for over 23 years.

32 mths

year at Lake

3 089 km

Control 9 693 km

ll l13 km

9 616 km

Whimbref Nune ius phaeoDus
6 69256 (Adulr)

22.02.85 Amsrerdamhoek. PortElizabeth
Dead 10.09.91 Ukhta. Russia 79 rnrhs

The first recovery in the northern hemisphere of a
Whintbrel rinsed in southern Africa.

Common Tern Slernt ltirundo
BB 67258 (Adult)

10.01.87 Betlv's Bay. Cape
Control at nest 30.05.92 Wloilaweli. Polind

European Se,€llow Hiru do rustica

X 50125 (lmmature)
1.1.01.91 Otjiwarongo. NarnibiaDead l3 07.91 Ferdinandihof. Gerrnany

AD 05498 (Adulr)
I l 0l .92 Preloria. Transvaal

Control at nest 27.06.92 Jvorkuna. Finland

AD 15968 (Age onknown)
22.03.92 Pretoria, TransvaalDead 23.05.92 Veronez. Russia

AD 15999 (Age unknown)
22.03.92 Pretoria, Transvaal

Controlled on passaee
I I 05.92 Chok Pak Pass. Kazakhstan 2 mrhs

AB 95735 (Age unknown)- 20.04.91 Mossel Bay. CaoeDead 01.09.91 Petrovsk. C.l.S.

AB 95552 (Age unknown)
10.03.91 Mossel Bay, CapeDead 08.04.92 Cumbria, Englaird

65 rrths

o []tlls

6 mths

2 nr ths

5 mths

l3 nths

8 2.15 km

I0 095 km

8 671 km

8 748 km

ll 358 km

l0 173 km
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Noieworlhy southern African recoveries $'ere as follows:

Secretary Bird Stgill.tius sepe laius
9 18550 (Nestlinet-05.01.92 Sabi Sand wildtuin. Transvaal

Alive but weak 30.04.92 Tsumeb district. Namibia 4 mths I 537 km

Lanner Fafcon Falco biarmicus
K I2126 (Adulr)

07.03.91 Kalahari Gemsbok Park. Cape
Dead 09.06.92 Chonra district. Zambia 15 mths I 187 krn

Mountain B\tzz:ar d Bu teo lac h lrdu s
K 08547 ( l-2 vears)

l, ri/ b) tzanecn, Transvaal
Dead, road casualtt

l2'.O5.92 Knysna. Cape 82 mths I 302 km
Remarkably the second long distance recovery (the
firsl was from Nalal) in the Knysna area.

Littfe Swift Apus sffiris
E 13551 (Aduir) --

22.09.8'7 Bloemfontein, Oranse Free State
Control l5.ll.9l Vanderkloof. Cape 

- 50mths 173 km
No great distance involved liut interesting evidence
oi lDovemenl between colonres.

Redbifled Oueleu 0uelet uuelet
AC 16910 (idulr) -

17.08.91 Lilonsrve. Malawi
Dead 22.01.92 Chirc-dzi.Zirnbabwe

The following recovcries provided evidence for significant longevity:

Afriern Penguin Spheniscus Jenerrus
P 4055 IAdulD

I5.03.72 Robben Island
Oiled bird rehabilitated bv SANCCOB

Dead 31.12.91 Tsilsikama Coast 19 years l0 months

Blackheaded Her on Arde t mekuroc e ph ala
8 10712 (Adultl)

10.04.71 Westdene Pan. Benoni. Transvaal
Dead 29.06.92 near Potchefstroom. Transvaal 2l years 3 months

5 mths 838 km

Swift Tern Sterno berpii
5 65202 (Nesrlinr)-J0.0.1.77 Jurren Island, Cape

Sick. subsequently cJied
16.05.92 Great Brak River. Cape

Red Bishop Bird Euplectes on\
AA 8 l55l (Adulr)

15.1 1.79 Johannesburg, Transvaal

l5 years I month

Dead 24.09.91 Johannesburg, Transvaal ll years l0 months
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Table 6lists the most frequently recovered birds and includes 16 familiar species
that fearured in last year's list. A notable jurnp in position (from 20th to 5th) is that
of the European Swallow. a result of recent ringing effort on this species.

TABLE 6,

MOST FREQUENTLY RECOVERED BIRDS IN THE I99I I992
R]NCING YEAR

SAFRING
CODE

SPECIES NAME TOTAL
NO.

0.14

002

04'7

287

493

298

803

7'7 5

3 t'/

231

'/ 45

119

080

291

199

294

553

'786

106

545

686

CAPE CANNET

AFRlCAN PENCUIN

WHITE BR, CORMORANT

KELP CULL

EUROPEAN SWALLOW

SWIFT TERN

MASKLD WEAVER

CA PE \\/HITE.EYE

LAUCHING DOVE

AFR. BL, OYSTERCATCH ER

REDWINGED STARLINC

CAPE SUCARBIRD

WHITE STORK

CO]\{ N4ON TERN

CAPE WEAVER

ARCTIC TERN

OLIVE THRUSH

CAPE SPARROW

CAPE C RIFFON

BLACKEYED BULBUL

CAPE WACTAIL

Splt?niscus dcncrsus

Phulacrocord\ catrbo

Larus dotninican&t

St(rna b(rgii

Za.ffc rops puLLitlt$

St r(ptup?l i0 .\e neeale nsis

Haematopus noquini

Onvhognathus tnorio

St(na paradisaea

Puss(r melanutut

G\ps coprotheres

Prcnonorur barbatus

Motacilta cap?nsis

96

83

35

30

l'l

l6

l3

t2

ll
l0

l0

9

8

'7

'7

5

5

5

4

4

4
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RETRAPS

Not all expected retrap data sets had
been submilted by rhe end of October
but nearly I 000 records have been
corrputerised for the l99l 1992
ringing year. ranging from penguins to
African Citrils. My lhanks to all those
nngers who have spen! their !ime
extractrng and scheduling .ecordable
retrdps Irom lhelf )e<r'\ nngilg recordr.O
lhal rhe SAFRINC d.rla banA ..jn Dfot
from their laboufs.

There are now I I years of retrap
submissions in the data b;nk (includrng the
as yet incomplere l99L 1992 recordsl and
the opporlunlty has been taken to compile
flles of final' reiraps for groups of
specles, slartlng wtth ptgeons and doves.
These files will be updared annually and
enable rapid reterence to survival paiterns.
Data sets for each species are, in the
majoflIy ol cases, too small to enable
comparison bet*een. tor exarrple, rurar
and suburban populations, and virtually all
(wrth the notable exception of Dale
Hanmer's Malawi data) are still too'young in years covered to permit
potentlat suavlval spans !o be revealeo.
There are some good South Aliican data
sets coming on however, especially in the
soulh\restern Cape (Underhill. Fraser),
Melville Koppies and Slaffordturn
(Bunning, Dourves) in the Transvaal and
Darvill (Johnson) in Natat.

Despjle the relative inrnaturity of these
telrap oata sets some specles records ar€
nurnerous enough to provide some
rntngurng comparrsons, As an example,
laKe two common and widespread qardcn
birds, the Olive ThrLrsh and rhe- Capc

Robin. The numbers of these two species
nnged. rccovered and retraDped betwecn
July 1981 and June 1992 is shown in Taore
7.

Looking at the recovery figures alone one
migh! rnfer lhat the larger size of the rhrush
(approxlmalely thre€ lirnes the body-mass
of rhe robin) predisposes it ro discovery
uhen dead. and perhaps lnr5 is a foctur,
lhough bolh dre ffequenl pre) ro domesuc
cal). many of whtch proudly carrv Lbe
)porls of ll'etr hunring proweis inro- rheir
o\|ner\- dwellrngs. .lhus impfoving rhe
cnances ol tne flng belng fepofled.

But size difference cannot explain the sharp
ano srgnlncant dlscrcpancy rn recapture
rates; Olive Thrushes are not, in my
expedence, adept at escaping from small,
mesh nets. So whal do€s lhe comparatively
lo\r r&dptJfe rdte oi the rhn-\h implyl
luo po\stDle e\plara ons are lhal (a) the
thnrsh has a shoner expectation of adult
life rha.l ri)e .obln Lprearer susceoribllirv ro
preddriorlJ anc or ab) thar ir r. the niurr
ltlnerant of rhe lwo speaies. The oldest
survrvrng Olive Thrush to dale is 77
months (Sir Lowry's Pass) whilst the oldest
survlving Cape Robin is 142 monrhs
(Rondevlei) and lhe daIa set includes five
other brfds surviving more than 7? months.
The belter showing of rhe Cape Robin may
be merely due to its larger data set rather
than to a superior probability of survival.

More critical analyses may reveal other
tactors and suggest other explanations. In
lhe meanume lhoJg,h. it is hoped thal every
rrnEer qrll dpprecrate rhe rrnponance of
retrap data, whether submitted as casual
records on Schedule 2 forms or as pan of
more detatled Measurei Lffon Site
projects.

TABLE 7: Ringirrg. Recorerl and Retrap Totals for Olire Thrush fardur
oltvtreus i|d ( cpe Rohin Corsypha calfra from I9gl _ 1992

Species No.
Ringers

No. Recovery No.
Recovered Rate 

- 
Retrapped

Retrap
Rate

l? rtI,6

1,226

2134

2 169

Olive Thrush

Cape Robin
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