
TECHNIQUES

A NEW NON-SLIP NET ATTACHMENT AND LIFTING APPARATUS
FOR ERECTING MIST NETS

D de Swardt

In Saf ring rye','rs 17: 23 ( De Swardt 1988 ) , I reported on a non-
slip wire hook t'cr attaching guy-ropes to net poles and the
application thereof. Whilst netting and ringin3 Gurney's
Sugarblrd Ptomperops Wtnegi over the past four Years, the wire
hook has been used extenslvely and several shortcorning of its
design have become apparent. Because the hook was made of
thick copper wire, 1t bent easily and broke when the net was
caught by a strong wind (a frequent occurrence). Furthermore,
although descrlbed as non-slip, the hook did not maintain its
grip and kept sllding down the pole.

Neels Bothma, deslgner of the
observrng the shortcomings.
and 'bites' onto the pcle when
1).

device, has redesigned it after
The new dewice is much i"mproved
pu]Ied down under pressure (Flg.

,*i6,

THE DEVICE 'BITES' ON THE POLE GRIP WHEN PRESSED DOVINVIARDS

FIGURE 1
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In detail the metal
broomstick pole \^/ith
the pole when pressed

device is rounded and fits on the wooden
a 45o filed edge which provides the bite on
downwards (Fig. 2).

The inside diameter of the metaL devi-ce should be not less than
the diameter of the pole (i.e. must fit). This device can also
be used on aluminium poIes. Another piece of apparatus was
desi onFd for I i ft i n^ -^i 1 ^,,^-i qhal f Qfri nd I nnneuE-f yrrsu rtrrv orrs rvwE! rrrv d5 Ltlc
mistnets have to be erected rel-ati-velv hiqh on the net Doles.

The apparatus with its two hooks (A and B in Fig. 3 opposite)
which are attached to a short piece of pipe can then be fitted
over the end of a broom handte, similar to those which are also
used for net poles. The net can easily be ljfted by hook A or
Iowered by hook B. This apparatus is easily carried with the
net poles, even in diffj.cult terrain.

FIGURE 2

THE DESIGN OF THE METAL DEVICE
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FIGURE 3

LIFTING AND LOWERING
APPARATUS WITH ITS TWO
HOOKS (A FOR LIFTING
AND B FOR LOVERING )

Dave de Svrardt, National Museum, p O Box 26,6. BLOEMFONTEIN. 93OO
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