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More than 1B 5CO Cape Whrite-e!'es Zostercps paT.l.idus have
ringed, and in 'Focus on whii_e-eyes' ill Safrinq News I4
(1985 ) some of the f indings tr,ere revievred. ---i can naA
; - f^-n:+ i ^n fr^mr rrujil r,r/ uwrl rrilgrrlq l(.:.uiL,.

In the Graha.rstoLrn area I have rrnqcci 1-,:l Cape White-eyes in thepast f our years. There have beel) ilit;i-rt, retraps, one bird more
than a year after ringing and tvro l)irds nlore -han two years
later. Ho!^rever, T had ringed 100 birds before I got my firstretrap, and then the bird had been ringed jr-rst a few daysprevlousry. one bird has been recovered. a notabre adventurer
which was found two years and three months after ringing atPatensie. 164 km to the west. This breaks atl r.ecords, as thegreaLest distance previously recorded between ringing andrecovery sites for this species was 3I km lerfs-lonJs l9B5).
So at least sorne white-eyes cover a lot more ground than we hadimagined.

wing-tengths and weights of the birds ringed are summarized in
Tab1e 1. Since I was using a 5C g spring balance, I have notattempted to examine daily or seasonaf variations in weiqht.The measurements are very simiIar to -hose reported by olherringers in the Cape Province (Dorrsett 1985; Whitelaw l-995).
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TABLE 1

WING-LENGTH AND WEIGHT OF I{HITE-EYES ZOSTEROPS PALLIDIJS
FROM THE EASTERN CAPE

NO. BIRDS MEA).I RANGE S. D.

WING-LENGTH
(mm)

WEIGHT
(g)

IOI

L57

58, 9

12,a

55-63

IU-If,

1,8

l-, o
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Tho drolr-l-roIIiod :n.l draan-ha1 Iia.l f^rme 
^f 

fl-\o a:na l^lhita-ar'6rr/.+ LU u jL
overlap in the eastern Cape (Skead L967). ln crahamstown I
have seen flocks which contained some green-bellied birds only
l w i ee i n tpn vca rs. and T ha'Je ri noed one bird with a drAAn
hal l\/ Tl-r'iq colnrrr form iS commoner in the mountain forests aq
at Hogsback. Perhaps someone with an avicul-tural bent can breed
Fho hirdq in .^nf :'-rr'- :..-'-^!:d.fa i-ha hari+ahil iF\/ 

^f" *r - t w r Ly , f r rvEb L LY u LL
n I rrm:^a -^1-rr l.'i n t-hi a c^a^i oc

l^liFh ro^.rd tn mn,rli hird- in thi- fh6i. nr. ...--r L, u r Lu5 rll Ll!r$ L- -..-- - r^_amarf es
from December to May, though there are a few individuals with
wing-moulL in early spring (Table 2). These totals include
eastern Cape specimens in the Albany Museun. Tl-'a f I i^h+
Fo:fharq :ra 

^nn^ran+lv 
ranl:nad :F1-ar t ha hroadind c6.--.son, as

found in other studies (Pris-Jones I985). Taj.I moult coincides
with wing-moult, but head and body feathers are often moulted at
other times of the year. I have not found any cases of
interrupted moult in thj-s species (cf. Dowsett 1985).

As noted by Whitelaw (1985), white-eyes frequently feed on figs.
lan Waters, a student investigating bird dispersal of the
indigenous fig ficus burtt-davgii, found that r"rhite-eyes were
frequent visitors to fruiting trees, but swallowed squashed bits
of fruit pulp and seldom ingested seeds. Birds kept overnight
with an abundant supply of figs tost weight, and insects are
probabl-v essential in their diet.

TABLE 2

PRIMARY MOULT IN WHITE-EYES ZOSTEROPS PALLIDUS
FROM THE EASTERN CAPE

MONTH

TOTALJAN FEB MAR APR }4AY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC

NO. OF
BIRDS 1222L621348952346 196

NO. IN
MOULT 5 L4 0 39 2 0 0 l 2 0 0 1 64

L4



Tn ri n^i n^ '.,hi f a-a\raq .ra i n^i dan+.1 
^.+^h ^.+^6us EJE- v! LErl db

sj-ngletons but occasionally in a small ftock. The composltion
and movements of these flocks would be well worth a special
study. In Australia the Silver-eyes Zosterops -Zateraiis on
Heron Island have been under observation for more than 2O years
(Catteralt et a7. 1989), but one shouldn't assume that their
findings will apply to our birds. After aII, Heron Island
covers only l-6 hectares!
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