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MALAI{I LONGEVITY AGAIN

D. B . Hanmer

In Hanmer (I9Bf ) I listed 117 birds caught at Nchalo, t'talarii,
which were known to be over four years old. In Hanmer (1983) I
l"isted 115 individuals of 45 species which were known to be six
or more years old and a further 59 of 6l species which were.only
known to be five or more years old. Something odd happened to
the mathematj-cs concerning the numbers of birds which were known
fo hc sFvcn or cioh'^-^ .'ich the result. that of theLrYrrr ELL. yYqr
I15 birds known to be six or more, 160 were between seven and
+^h,r^5r^ ^li ..,Li^L ie m>nifacr't\/ imh^^-jLr^ T^ +Li- nanar TLcri )'eor r.'urrf !eeurl rILPU-rr!!s t rrr Lrrr- Puys! r
have recalculated (I no -Longer have the original cafculations)
the number of birds of various ages as at ,JuIy 1983. The
tota.Ls obtained may not be exact]y the same as they were in
1983, because I cannot now remenber whether in a borderline case
I decided a bird to be, for exarnple, five and a half or six
years old, but the results must be very similar. They are
compared with the numbers of birds of various ages found at JuIy
1985 in Table I overleaf.

Rirris warc aoc.l io l-he nFarest half v63F +:Lih^ ihf^ aCCOUnts rrurr Jeqr t

the breeding season, months of first and Iast capture and the
5^^5r6h+ ^f +hc l^ri rri when ri nopd Ri r.le ri naarf WhgnsJv
qppqrE,rLay -*.,. -ou]d noL be accuraLely aged and are given ds
'> ' the minj-mum possib.Ie age.

At July 1985, 256 birds of 67 species were known to have reached
five or more years of age. 65 birds of 28 species were eight
or more years old (Table 3 on page 56) and I9I, including
another 39 species, were five to seven or more years old (Table
2 on page 53). As found previ-ously, most of the oldest birds
were weavers or bishops, but there was a bulbul of more than 12
and four other bufbuls of Io or more years old. other
individuals of lO or more were a dove, a ffycatcher and a
-,,hhi '; ^h^h^ 

+ha n i no-rrarr al 
^c 

rrara t!'^ /l^\racSulluflu. rullUIrY LIrs rrrrre y - -wdIIUw,
two bulbuls, a robin and three warblers, as well as several
weavers and bishops.
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NUMBERS OF BIRDS IN
UP TO ,JULY 1983

EACH AGE CLASS CAUGHT
AND UP TO JULY 1985

Known age
(years )

,July 1983 July 1985

5 - > 5,5

6 - > 5,5

7 - > 7,5

I - > 8r5

9 - > 9,5

IO - > lO,5

1l - > 11,5

L2 - > L2,5

69

J.L

4Z

z5

to

9

o

o

B9

54

46

27

18

AJ

,

Total number
of birds 184 254

Total number
of species b6

3Z



Most of the species in which o1d birds have been found weremedium to farge ploceids or insectivorous specj_es. Despite
fairly Iarge numbers having been ringed, very few smaII seed-
eaters of fj-ve or more years old have been caughL; the eightyear old Mefba Finch Putilia meLbo is an exceprron.

The sex of lBB bj-rds was known and of these LO7 (572) were male.
mLl^ ai'Inl-s rl-gure l-s a rl-ttle 1o\4/er than that found previously (61s).
This may be due to the larger numbers of elderly fema-Ie weavers
and Viduine fj-nches caughr during I9B3/L9A4 and IgA4/1985.
Among the oldest birds (8 - >I2,5 years) 598 were mafe, but
among those 5 - >7,5 years old, onfy 568 were ma]-e.

There has been a satisfactory increase in the numbers of old
birds caught in the -Last two ringing seasons. The ringing
station has only been j-n existence for ll,5 years, so it was
nlce to ttave recaught seven birds which were ringed during the
first sj-x months of work in 1974. Ho$/ever, trapping figures
have dropped steadily over the -last few years, since the bird-
brained are not particularly stupid and have become trap-shy.
Thus it is possible that there are at least a few more birds of
over I1 years o1d stiff in existence in the trapping area.

IABLE 2

SPECIES RECORDED ONLY TN LOI,IER AGE CATEGORIES

Species

Number and sex
at age (years)

5 - >5,5 6 - >6,5 7 - >7,5

Black Crake
Amaurornis fLauixo stxi s

Tambourine Dove
Tunturtympanistnia

Diederik Cuckoo
Chrysococcyr caprius

Speckled Mousebird
CoLius stz'iatus

Pied Kingfisher
CergLe z,udis

IM

IM

ZE

3

IF

1M

contd.
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SPECIES RECORDED ONLY IN LO!,IER AGE CATEGOP.IES

Spec]-es

Number and sex
at age (years)

5 - >5,5 6 - >6,5

Malachite Kingfisher
ALcedo cz,,tstata

Pygmy Kingfisher
Ispidina picta
LittIe Bee-eater
Merops pusillus

Greater lloneyguide
Indicatoz' indicator

Eastern Sawwing Swallow
Ps aL'Ldopz,ocne oy,ientaLi s

BIack Cuckooshrike
Campephaga fLaua
Yelfowbelli-ed Bu-Lbuf
ChL o r o c i chla flauia entri s

Natal Robin
Cossypha nataLens'Ls

Garden l,iarbler
SaLuia bot'in

Cape Reed t/arbler
Act'o c ephaLu s g z,a c i L ir o s t ri s

African Marsh t\iarbler
Acrocephalus baeticatus
European Marsh llarbler
Ac t,ocephaT us pa|ust y,i s

Southern Crombec
SyLuietta rufescens

Shortwing Cj-sticofa
Ci s ti c oL a b z,a ehyp t e ra

Tawnyffanked prinj-a
Prinia subflaua

Watt.l-e-eyed Flycatcher
Platysteira peLtata

1

I

3

at

l-F

1F

I

t-

2

3

I

1F

I

1M

2

I

I

I

3

I

1

1M



SPECIES RECORDED ONLY IN LOI,/ER AGE CATEGORIES

Specl-es

Number and sex
>f 

^da 
/.'^^-.\\ i vg_ v /

5 - >5,5 6 - >6,5 7 - >7,5

Puffback Shrike
Dtyoscopus cubLa

Threestreaked Tchagra
Tchagra austy'alis

Orangebreasted Bush Shrike
T e L opho z.us suL fur e op e ctus
c^hnarlr qhhhi rd

Nectarinia cuprea

Collared Sunbird
Anthreptes colLaris

creyheaded Sparrow
Passer gz:'[seus

Spectacled tJeaver
PLoceus ocuLaris

Yellow Vleaver
Ploceus subaureus

Firecrowned Bishop
EupLectes hordeaceus

Redshouldered Widow
EupLectes arilLaris.

Jameson's Firefinch
l^tr, e,; -, 1 -h-rl.nAfeta

BLue waxbil-f
Uraeginthus angoLensis

Common hlaxbill-
Estt,ilda astz,ild

Pintailed lvhydah
Vi.dua macrouz'a

PurpIe widowfinch
Vidua purpuyd.acens

SteeIblue !lidowfinch
Vidua chalubeata

2M, 1F

1M

1

4F

lM, lF

L M, 2 F

I M, 3 F

1F

IF

I

2

1M

IM,fF

1M

2M

1F

IM

1M

1M

1M

IF

I

IM

IF

IF

2M

con
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SPECIES RECORDED ONLY IN LOI{ER AGE CATEGORIES

TABLE 3

SPECIES, SEX AND RING NUMBER OF BIRDS
EIGHT OR MORE YEARS OLD

(Number of birds between 5 - >7,5 years given as ,pfus,)

Species

Number an<1 sex
at age (years)

5 - >5,5 6 - >6,5 7 - >7,5

Paradise Whydah
Vidua paradi.saea

Yefloweyed Canary
Serinus mozambicus 1M, 1F

1F

1M

Number of birds i-n each
age class )U ZJ I4

Species Sex Ring No. A9e
(years )

Mourning Dove
Str,ep t op e Lia de cipi en s

plus 2

Bluespotted Dove
Turtur afer

plus 2

Emeraldspotted Dove
Turtur chaLcospiLos

plus 3

5-53176

+-J)t)l

4-3566L

4-35512

>lo

9

9
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BIRDS EIGHT OR MORE YEARS OLD

Specr-es Sex Rang No. Age
(Years )

Mocambique Nightjar
CaprimuLgus fossii

plus 2 M

Wiretailed SwalIow
Hirundo smithit)

plusIM,lF

Blackeyed Bu.IbuI
PAcnonotus barbatus

p1us714,2F

Terrestrial Bu1bu1
Phy LL a s t r ephus t exre stv'i s

p1us4M,4F

Sombre Bulbuf
Andropadus importunus

plus 8 M, L ?, 2 E

Heuglin's Robin
Cossgpha heugLini

plus I

Great Reed llarbler
Ac ro c ephaLus az.undinac eus

plus 5

Basra Reed lfarbler
Acro c ephaLus gris eLdi s

YeIlowbreasted Apalis
ApaLis fLauida

M

M

F

F

M

F

M

M

F

F

F

M

M

4-357 55

4-356r5

AA-30r44

AA-52393

2-96437

2-97074

BB-OO334

2-967 24

2-967 48

BB-OO2 7 5

2-969r4

2-964o3

BB-OO27 4

BB-OO384

BB-OOO25

BB-OO356

BB-OO51 9

1u-)Z2JZ

>8

>B

8

>10

>Lo

> 9,5

>8

>12

>9

> 10,5

.Lo

>8

> B,5

Y,)

ll
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BIRDS EIGHT OR I4ORE YEARS OLD

Rang No.Species

Yellowbreasted APaIis (contd. )

p1us1M,1F

Bleating Bush llarbler
C amar op t era b rachy uz' a

plus 3

Redfaced Cisticola
CisticoLa et:gthroPs

plus2M,lF

Paradise Flycatcher
Te:rpsiphone Piridis

p1uslM,2F

Brubru Shrike
Nilaus afer

YelIowbel lied Sunbird
Nectarinia Penusta

plus I F

lJhitebellied Sunbird
Nectarinia taLataLa

plusI14,2F

ScarLetchested Sunbird
N e c Laz' i nia s ene g al e ns Ls

pfus 2M, 2 F

House Sparrow
Passer domesticus

plus 3 M

Lesser Masked l,leaver
Ploceus intez'medius

pfus 2 M

M

M

AA-5 5801

59r-).19a9

59r-l-7206

AA-30883

AA-300f7

2-96695

AA-3042 I

AA-3 46 14

AA-528r8

AA-346 I 7

2-967 93

AA-4022I

AA-30505

)

M

M

)d



BIRDS EIGHT OR MORE YEARS OLD

Spottedbacked Weaver
Ploceus cucullatus

plus 2 M

Brownthroated l'/eaver
- ,.o-.F r,'Lh..rowtS

plus 4 M, IO F

Masked !'/eaver
PLoceus relatus

plus 2 F

Red Bishop

plus4M,2F

F

F

BB-r1373

2-932L7

2-93245

AA-30470

AA-38983

2-930r5

2-93L22

2-93307

2-93446

2-93206

2-9332r

2-93292

AA-389 1 9

BB-ll9I5

AA-3901O

AA-3927 4

2-93040

bb-azuoJ

AA-39279

AA-40416

AA-39261

>lo

aq

I2

11

11

10,5

IO

IO

oq

9

I

tl tr

F

F

M

M

M

M

M

F

F

F

F

F

F

M

> 1r

10

Sex i Rrng No,

(contd. )
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-

BIRDS EIGHT OR MORE YEARS OLD
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Specr-es Sex Ring No. A9e
(Years )

Red Bishop ( contd. )

Yellowrunrped !{idow
EupLectes capensis

Pl-us3M, 1F

Me]ba Finch
PytiLia neLba

plus4M,2F

BuIly Canary
Serinus sulphuratus

plus I F

M

M

M

F

F

M

M

F

AA-30496

)YL-LI+)J

AA-39145

AA-40988

AA-41 14 I

BB-11573

a(

8

I

AA-52900

AA-4370I

AA-39074

aq

8

Number of birds eight
years o1d or more 65

Number of birds
5 - >7,5 years old 104
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