
REFERENCES (contd. )

Moreau, R.E. 1966. The
islands. New York & London:

bi-rd faunas of Africa and its
Academic Press.

P. Le S. Milstein, Transvaal Nature Conservation Division, Pri-
vate Bag X209, PRETORIA, 0001.

-oOo-

LONGEVITY FROM RETRAPS CONTINUED

D. B. Hanmer

In Hanmer (f98f) I listed 1I7 birds caught at Nchalo, Ma1afii
(16 165; 34 558) which were known to be over four years old.
Almost two years later, in July 1983, there were 115 birds of 45
species which were known to be six or more years old, plus a
further 69 (including another 16 species - Table I opposi.te)
which were five years old or more. In Table 2 (page 59), ages
are given to the nearest half year, taking into account the
month of ringing and recapture and the apparent age at ringing.
Of the ll5 birds, 86 were seven or more, 44 eight or more, 2I
nine or more and 9 ten or more years old. A11 the oldest birds
were weavers or bishops, but among the nine-year-olds were three
bulbuls, a warbler and a flycatcher. There was a greater
variety of species in the eight-year-old group; a dove, a
nightjar, four bulbuIs, three warbfers, a shrike, two sunbirds,
a sparrow and a canary, as well as nine weavers or bishops,
The five-r six: and seven-year-oId groups were equally varied.

Winterbottom (1982) suggested that birds of thick bush are more
likely to reach four years of age than those which li.ve in open
areas, but TabIe 2 suggests otherwise. Admittedly more weavers
and bishops than bush birds have been ringed at Nchalo, but even
so, few individuals of bush species were recaughC during
LgaT/I9a2 or 1982/1983, more than four years after ringing,
despite fairly intensive netting in bush or thicket. Thj.s may
be due to trap-shyness. Weavers and bishops' particularly in
the off-season, move about in big flocks and may not individual-
ly hre tooking where they are going, whereas a thicket bird pro-
babfy knows where the nets are and avoi-ds them where possible.

The capture of several YeIl-ow weavers year after year is intere-
sting, as this species does not nest anywhere near the trapping
area and these birds have only been cauqht in the off-season.
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TABLE I

SPECIES WITH BIRDS ONLY KNOWN TO BE FIVE OR MORE YEARS OLD

SPECIES NUMBER AND SEX

Black Crake Amaurornis flauirostris

Mourning Dove StreptopeLia decipiens

Tambouri-ne Dove Turtur tumoanistz,ia

Speckled Mousebird Colius striatus

Pied Kingfisher CerALe rudis

creater Honeyguide Indicatoz' indicator

BIack Cuckooshrike Canpephaga fla,ta

Natal Robin Cossypha ndtaLensis

Cape Reed Warbler AerocephaLus gz.acilirostris

Afri.can marsh Warbfer A. baeticatus

Shortwing Cisticola CLsticoLa bnachyptera

Puffback Shrike Dz,yoscopus cubLa

Collared Sunbird Anthxeptes colLanis

Greyheaded Sparrow Passer gtiseus

Redshouldered Widow Euplectes aeiLLaris

lm
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1m

3
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1f
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I
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2m, 1f

Im, If
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Lm,2fCommon Waxbi.II Estz'iLda astyiLd
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some .individua-ls of oxller weawer and LrishoP species . = = I

\\\\ \\\\\\\\\\ \\N\\t\,, \\\t\\\N t\t\ t\ese sQeq-:: :'.
urr!) uvvrr vuY:lis

ann-ually to dry-season feeding areas as well dS -'- : -::
n\>ooq -

Amonq those t isted are species which are. or Pa)'
af Ncha2o and Lhese tao shos .,?/-el?.:./.: fo- ea the-

vrnte-ing, areas.' Die(7err,/< CucJ<oo' Mo?ambjQ.ue NJgf2tJa-, ::: :.
Bee-eater, Natdl Robin, Garden Warl2Jer, Gaeat and 5nF:- :.
Warbaers and African and European Marsh Warbfers. Paradise a-

cat-hpr. eoppp-y sunbitd. possibt)/ other sunbirds. and p.-:._
B-Iackq/ed and Sombre Bullsu-ls, which form ,flocks in w),.:::-
may move some distance from thelr breeding territories.

Birds vrhose age is not marked ' >' (tah'le 2) were rir.:=: . - -,

visibly imrnature and could be fairly accurately aged, ::-:: _

of territorial species usually move away from where they .1:- - -
and although some ringed at Nchalo may have been caught *ar :
dispersing from elsewhere, it is interesting to see |.:- -:
h>rra ].raan ra->rrdhf carror>l rra>rc l:tor. 2 trmpr:lricnottc: - -!elquYrrL r Ivqr
4 Littte Bee-eaters, 3 Blackeyed Bulbuls, 2 Terrestr::- :- . .

Sombre Butbuls, 2 Heugtin's Robins, 2 Crombeks, 2 Bl.eat::: : -:'
Warbler_s, 1 Redf aced Cisticola, 1 Paradise Flyca-- ::.::
Puffback Shrike, 2 Whitebellied and 3 Scarletchested Si:.:---:i
and 1 Yelloweyed canary. weavers and bishops usually r€--j:: :,
their natal colonies to breed from two years old, so it- -: -::
surprising that l7 weavers and l0 bishops, ringed as i:::r.a--::::
were recaught five or more years later.

Of the 134 sexed birds, 82 (6fE) were male. This is similar to
the figure found in I98I and although it may not be significant,
does suggest some sex difference in survi.val rates.

The oldest Moqambique Nightjars, Terrestrial Bulbuls, Yellow-
breasted Apalis, Whitebellied and Scarletchested Sunbirds, House
Sparrows, Lesser Masked and Spottedbacked Weavers and Red and
Yellowrumped Bishops were maIe, but the oldest Paradise FIycat-
chers were female, as found in 1981.

REFERENCES : -

Hanmer, D. B. I98I. Longevity
IO: L2-22.

winterbottom, J.M. l-982. Karoo
46-44.

SUCOma. Y/Bag aV,

from r:etraps. Safring News

longevity. Safring News l1:

BLANTYRE, Mata;i.Mrs. D.B. Hanmer,

58



TABLE 2

OLDEST THREE NCHALO RECAPTURES OF EACH SPECIES,
OVER SIX YEARS OLD, PLUS NUMBER OF OTHER BIRDS

FIVE OR MORE YEARS OLD

SPECIES SEX KNOWN AGE
YEARS

Bluespotted Dove Turtur afez,

Emeraldspott ed

Plus I

Diederik Cuckoo

Haus .zt

Dove 7. chaLc o spiLo s

Chz,y sococcgx capTLus

Mogambique Nightjar CaprimuLgus fossii

Malachite Kingfisher ALcedo cz,istata

Little Bee-eater Merops pusiLLus

P l-us 4

Blackeyed Bu1bu1 Pgcnonotus barbatus

Plus 6m, 2 f

> 8.5

6,0

> 6,0

8,0

7,O

6,0

m>

m>

m>

m

f

m

> 7,O

> 7,O

7,O

7,O

> 8,0

> 8,0

> 7,5

contd.
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SPECIES SEX KNOWN AGE
YEARS

Terrestrial Bulbul phyLLastrephus terrestris
Plus I m

Sombre Bulbul Andz,opadus importunus

PIus 4m, I f

Heuglin's Robin Cossypha heugLini

Plus I

carden Warbler SyLuia bonin

PIus 2

Great Reed Warbler Acz,ocephalus arundinaceus

Plus 3

Basra Reed Warbler A. griseLdis

Plus 2

European Marsh Warbler A, palustt,is

Southern Crombek SyLoietta z,ufescens

PIus I

Yellowbreasted Apalis ApaLis flauida
Plus Im, lf

Bleating Bush Warbler Camaroptena bz,achyuna

m

m

m

f>

f>

m>

> 9,0

> 6,5

> 5,5

on

8,0

1n

> 6,5

> 6,5

> 8,5

> 7,5

6,5

> 7,5

7,5

m

m

> 8,0

> 6,5

> 7,O

7,O
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SPECIES SEX KNOWN AGE
YEARS

Redfaced Cisticola Cisticola ez,gthrops

Plus lf

Tawnyflanked Prinia Prinia subfLaua

Wattle-eyed Flycatcher PLatysteira peLtata

PIus If

Paradise Flycatcher Terpsiphone uiz'idis

Pfus lf

Threestreaked Tchagra Tchag?a austTaLis

Orangebreasted Bush Shrike Telophorus suLfuteopectus

. PIus I

Brubru Shrike NiLaus afer

Coppery Sunbird Nectarinia cuprea

Yellohr-bell-ied Sunbird N. Denusta

Whitebellied Sunbird N. taLataLa

Plus lm

Scarletchested Sunbird N. senegaLensis

House Sparrow Pd.sses domesticus

Plus 2m

m

m

f>

f>

> 8,0

> 7,5

> 7,5

> 6,0

> 7,O

qn

> 6,5

> 6,0

B,O

> 8,0

7,O

m>

m

m

8,0

6,O

6,0

b1

> 9,0



S PECIES SEX KNOWN AGE
YEARS

Spectacled Weaver pLoceus oculanis

Lesser Masked Weaver p. intez,nedius

Plus 1f

Spottedbacked Weaver p. cucuLlatus

Plus Im

Yellow Weaver P. subaur,eus

Plus 3f

Brownthroated Weaver P. ranthopterus

plus 6m, lof

m

m

m

m

m

m

m

m

m

f

m

f

> 7,5

8,0

> 7,5

7,O

>10,0

8,s

7,O

> 7,5

>10.5

>10.0

>10,0

> 7,OMasked Weaver

Plus 1m, lf

P. oeLabus

Red Bishop EupLectes onia

Plus 5m, 2f

Firecrowned Bishoo E. hordeaceus

Yellowrumped Bishop E. capensis

Plus 1f

m

m

m

>ro,o

>t-0,0

on

7,O

7,O

m

m

m

m

m

on

7,5

0z



SPECIES SEX KNOWN AGE
YEARS

Melba Finch PytiLia meLba

PIUS I I

Jameson' s Firefinch Lagonos tic L a rhodopareia

Plus 1m, If

Blue WaxbilL Uxaegtnthus angoLensis

PIus Im,1f

Steelblue Widowfinch Vidua chaLybeata

Plus 1f

Paradise Whydah V. paradisaea

Yelloweyed Canary Serinus mozambicus

Plus Im, If

Bully Canary S. suLphuratus

Plus lm

m>

f>

6,5

6(

> 6,5

> 6,5

> 7,O

> 6,0

> 7,O

> 8,0
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